Critical Thinking with… Emojis?

Mentoring Minds is going the “distance” to help kids learn about making
inferences using context. Teachers, we want to help you too!
Our Activity of the Month for May has been created to share with parents.

Parents: It’s time to provide your child with simple materials,
simple instructions, and then watch their critical thinking soar!

Getting Started

Critical Thinking Trait Focus—Examine: I use a variety of methods to explore and to analyze.
• Prepare to talk with your child during the activity about the critical thinking trait Examine and how they
can use it to make inferences using context.
• Use other traits that might closely connect to this activity: Communicate and Link
Vocabulary—Try to incorporate some related vocabulary into casual conversation as your child Examines to
accomplish the task.
• Infer—a conclusion or opinion drawn from knowledge, evidence or clues
• Context—the words, ideas or circumstances that surround a situation
• Evidence—the words, phrases or sentences that give proof
• Synthesize—to combine parts of knowledge to form a new idea, relationship or understanding

Instruction

Activity Directions: The goal is to guide your child’s understanding of using context to make inferences about
meaning through the use of emojis.
1. Invite your child to Examine various emojis using the Think It Out! page.
2. Guide your child to formulate ideas about what each emoji might mean.
3. Point out several emojis that might have multiple meanings depending on the context in which they are
used. (See example)
4. Guide your child to explore additional context that might change the meaning of the emojis.

Reflect

Ask your child to reflect on how the Examine critical thinking trait helped to complete the task. Use purposeful
discussion points so that your child realizes how context might change the meaning of the emoji. Guide
discussions about how this activity might help when encountering challenging vocabulary during reading.
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Critical Thinking
with…Emojis?
Literature Suggestions

Books about Adapting: Piggie Pie! by Margie Palatini, I Want My Hat Back by Jon Klassen, Rules of Summer by
Shaun Tan, Fly Away Home by Eve Bunting, Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg

Extension

Now that your child has considered how context affects the meaning of words (and emojis), challenge your
child to an emoji conversation! Grab a mobile device and begin a text conversation using as many emojis as
possible. For example: “Hurry home! It’s time for yummy spaghetti.”

Bonus Activity:

Try “What’s Going On in This Picture” from The New York Times to develop the Examine critical
thinking trait. There are several intriguing photos along with links to the explanation of each. It’s
an Inference Extravaganza!
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Context + Meaning #1

Context + Meaning #2

“I’m thinking of an answer.”

“I don’t understand what you mean.”

thinking, considering options

confusion, disbelief, “Huh?”

Critical Thinking
with…Emojis?
9 Traits Introduction for Parents
At school, your child has been learning about the 9 Traits
of Critical Thinking and how they support learning. These
are 9 behaviors everyone uses to process new information
and learn skills needed in every aspect of life. When you
see your child exhibiting one of these 9 Traits of Critical
Thinking, recognize it and call it by name. This helps your
child discover what critical thinking feels like, looks like and
sounds like in a measurable and meaningful way.

Inquire: Inquire is a thirst for knowledge.

We want young learners to be curious and initiate
their own learning. When we encourage children
to ask questions, we are promoting the trait
Inquire.

Examine: You will often see Inquire paired

with the Examine trait. If we thirst for knowledge,
it brings us to action. When children use the
Examine trait, they are exploring and analyzing
information to gain deeper insights.

Create: When young learners Create, they

use their imagination to express new and
exciting ideas. By thinking outside the box, they
are encouraged to take risks and find multiple
solutions to a problem.

Communicate: Communication allows us the

chance to grab up our thinking and “walk it out.”
Children need guidance to Communicate in a
way that clearly reflects their deep thinking. They
should be encouraged to elaborate on their ideas
using specific language.

Collaborate: Collaboration is hard. When we
Collaborate, we aren’t simply completing tasks
with others. True collaboration includes listening
actively while working alongside others. Being
able to give and take feedback will support
learners as they do the hard work to achieve
better outcomes.

Link: When we Link, we recognize how ideas

and details work together to help us see the
bigger picture when accomplishing tasks. Linking
allows our brains to create sense and order out of
multiple bits of information.

Reflect: The practice of Reflection acts as a

scrapbook of our learning journey and allows us
to pause and review the knowledge we have
gained. The act of writing down or explaining our
thoughts helps us to monitor our thinking and
become more aware.

Strive: Strive is a “stick to it” mindset. This trait

enables us to understand that problem solving
is a journey with twists and turns along the path.
When learners Strive, they demonstrate focus
and determination. The ability to Strive is such an
essential skill for school and in life. It helps us look
at challenges as opportunities to grow.

Adapt: Adapting is about being a flexible

and fluid thinker. You often see the Adapt trait
matched with Strive because adapting involves
changing your course and adjusting during a
predetermined process.

