Get Moving with ThinkUp!

This high-interest activity will get students out of their seats and
communicating while they flex their critical thinking muscles! Using
a cross-curricular approach, students will explore ordinal position
and use a problem-solving model as they respond to literature with
a focus on character development. With so many opportunities to
connect thinking to learning—some might even call it “Spooky”!

Getting Started
Critical Thinking Trait Focus—Communicate:
When I communicate, I use clear and concise language to express my ideas and positions.
Learning Standards Focus—communicating mathematical ideas and reasoning, exploring ordinal numbers,
using a problem-solving model, explaining the interactions of characters and their motives.
Activity Preparations:
1. Create a large Consenso-gram1 using chart paper, sentence strips, or another timeline-type material to post
in the learning space. Include 4 labels across the top “NEVER, SELDOM, OFTEN, ALWAYS.”
2. Give each student a post-it note to print their name on.
3. Introduce the Critical Thinking Trait Focus, inviting student discussions about the “When I” statement.
Clarify the words “concise” and “positions.”

NEVER

SELDOM

OFTEN

ALWAYS

Instruction
Activity Directions
1.

Choose a short title or excerpt to read aloud from the suggested literature list or a title of your choice that
includes a developed character for students to connect with.

2. Prompt students with a thought-provoking question in response to the literary plot. Examples might include:
•
•
•
•
•

Do you believe it’s ever ok to __?
If you were [character], how often would you __?
Which approach would you use if __?
How often do you think about __?
Would you consider __?
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3. Invite students to “weigh in” by considering their own
thoughts, opinions, or personal positions in response to the
question. Remember to give students time for thinking and
considering their position to foster “Thinking Before Action.”
4. Rather than students simply grouping their personal positions using the post-it notes under one of the four
labels (NEVER, SELDOM, OFTEN, ALWAYS), facilitate discussions between students to create a single line
of post-it notes to create a range of positions.
5. Ask questions like, “You chose seldom. Does your seldom fit closer to never? Or does your personal
seldom lean more toward often?” Encourage students to communicate with like-minded peers to discover
where their post-it notes should fall along the line.

Reflect

After students have communicated the placement of their response post-it notes, facilitate a reflective
discussion about their thinking and communication. Guide students as they focus on how the Communicate
critical thinking trait helped them process through the task. Emphasize the importance of using concise
language to clarify thoughts.
Activity Adjustments: It’s ok to choose alternative labels where it is appropriate. Maybe your question better
lends itself to the labels “agree --> disagree” or “important --> not important.”

Literature Suggestions

Elementary Literature Suggestions: Pig, the Fibber by Aaron Blabey, Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes,
Spaghetti in a Hot Dog Bun by Maria Dismondy
Secondary Literature Suggestions: Wonder by R.J. Palacio, Tangerine by Edward Bloor, Sophie Washington:
Things You Didn’t Know About Sophie by Tonya Duncan Ellis
Article:
1. https://www.gettingsmart.com/2016/09/four-classroom-strategies-for-integrating-critical-thinking-andkinesthetic-learning/
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9 Traits Introduction for Parents
At school, your child has been learning about the 9 Traits
of Critical Thinking and how they support learning. These
are 9 behaviors everyone uses when they process new
information and learn skills needed in every aspect of life.
When you see your child exhibiting one of these 9 Traits of
Critical Thinking, recognize it and call it by name. It helps
your child discover what critical thinking feels like, looks like
and sounds like in a measurable and meaningful way.

Inquire: Inquire is a thirst for knowledge. We
don’t just want young learners to know all the
answers. We want them instead to have all the
questions. When we create a norm where not
knowing is just as valuable as knowing, we are
promoting the trait Inquire.

Examine: You will often see Inquire paired with

the Examine Trait. If we thirst for knowledge, it
brings us to action. And that’s what the Examine
trait is all about—seeking knowledge through
analysis and research.

Create: When we think critically, we begin to

think things never thought before! So, the Create
trait is one that comes naturally; however, your
child will still need guidance and structure to
learn how to develop new and exciting ideas.

Communicate: Communication allows us

the chance to grab up our thinking and ‘walk it
out’. Children need guidance to Communicate
in a way that clearly reflects their deep thinking.
They should understand the value of seeking the
opinions of others and how it can enhance their
own understanding.

Collaborate: Collaboration is hard. When we

Collaborate, we aren’t simply completing tasks
with others. True collaboration includes a denial of
self. First, we seek to know our own thoughts and
ideas. Then we use those thoughts along with the
ideas of others to achieve a better outcome.

Link: When we Link, we recognize how ideas

and details work together to help us see the
bigger picture when accomplishing tasks. It
allows our brains to create sense and order out of
multiple bits of information.

Reflect: The practice of Reflection acts as a

scrapbook of our learning journey and allows
us to pause and work through the process of
gaining and using knowledge. The act of writing
or explaining thoughts helps us retain new
information and better address misconceptions.

Strive: Strive is a ‘stick to it’ mindset. It enables
us to understand that problem solving is a journey
with twists and turns along the path. The ability
to Strive is such an essential skill needed both in
school and in life. It helps us look at challenges as
opportunities to grow.
Adapt: Adapting is about being a flexible and

fluid thinker. You will often see the Adapt trait
matched with Strive, because adapting involves
changing your course and adjusting during a
predetermined process.

