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Interventions

UNIT 1
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.2
Activity: Sum Up the Story

15 min.

Have students select and read favorite stories and use the acrostic to organize thinking and to write summaries. Allow students to
share summaries in the large group.
S – state the main idea or message of the story
T – tell about the characters, setting, problem, and resolution
O – order the key events and details
R – recount the story using . . .
Y – your own words
(NCSCOS: RL.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Note the Events

15 min.

Show videos of short stories. Ask students to record notes as they view the videos. Have students use the notes to retell the
stories to partners. Instruct partners to compare their summaries in order to identify similarities and differences. Debrief
summaries in the large group to confirm accuracy or to correct misunderstandings.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Verbs

•
•
•

Explain the function of verbs
Form and use past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs
Form and use regular and irregular verbs

Activity: Irregular in the Past

15 min.

Display a list of present tense verbs that have irregular past tense forms. Instruct students to write sentences that include the posted
verbs in the correct past tense form. Have students work with partners, read sentences, and circle the past tense verbs in the
sentences. Instruct pairs to discuss the circled words and identify if they are written correctly as the past tense form. Challenge pairs
to collaborate to brainstorm and record additional irregular past tense verbs that are written using irregular forms.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Verbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Verb Columns

15 min.

Provide students with a variety of texts. Instruct students to circle or list past tense verbs located in the texts. Display a twocolumn chart labeled Regular, Irregular. Have students share circled verbs from the texts and determine if the words should be
recorded in the Regular or Irregular column. Have students brainstorm additional regular and irregular past tense verbs to add
to the words on the posted chart.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Verbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 2
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.8
Activity: Match Points

15 min.

Provide small groups of students with sets of informational texts on similar topics. Have students read the texts collaboratively.
Prepare and distribute cards containing main topics, specific points, and reasons/details from the texts. Instruct students to sort the
cards into groups by related topics, points, and reasons and match the cards to the texts. Have students to discuss sorts in the large
group.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.8, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Highlight the Points

15 min.

Provide students with informational texts and two colors of highlighters. Instruct students to highlight specific points in first colors of
highlighters and reasons and evidence in second colors. Allow students to debrief identifications of points and reasons and
evidence in the texts with partners to confirm accuracy.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.8, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Spelling

•

Use conventional spelling for high frequency and other studied words and for adding suffixes to base words

•

Use spelling patterns and generalizations (such as word families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, ending rules, and
meaningful word parts) when writing words

Activity: Spotlight on Correct Spelling

15 min.

Display or post pairs of words that require applying learned spelling patterns, one word spelled correctly and one word spelled
incorrectly. Dim the room and read aloud a displayed word. Invite individual students to shine a flashlight on the correctly spelled
word. Correct or confirm responses as needed, discussing mnemonic devices to help memorize orthographic patterns or rules that
guide the spelling of other words. Invite students to record the correctly spelled words and the mnemonic devices or orthographic
patterns or rules in spelling journals.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Spelling, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Flash Spelling

15 min.

Have students prepare cards with the words Correct in green on front sides and Incorrect in red on reverse sides. Flash correctly
spelled and incorrectly spelled words that require the application of learned spelling patterns. Direct students to display the
appropriate cards to signal correctly spelled or incorrectly spelled words. Instruct students to record the correct spellings of
incorrectly spelled words on papers. Allow students to correct or confirm responses using print and digital resources.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Spelling, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

16

Illegal to Copy

UNIT 3
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.5
Activity: Story Parts

15 min.

Provide students with stories that are separated into beginning, middle, and ending parts. Direct students to read the parts of the
stories and to arrange them to support meaning. Have students retell stories to partners and explain the importance of the parts.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Beginning, Middle, Ending

15 min.

After reading stories or listening to stories read aloud, have students
complete Beginning, Middle, Ending graphic organizers. Direct students to share
graphic organizers in small groups and to explain how the beginning introduces the
story and the ending concludes the action. Debrief graphic organizers in the large
group to confirm accuracy or to correct errors.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Conjunctions

•

Explain the function of conjunctions

•

Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions

Subject/Verb Agreement

•

Ensure subject/verb agreement

Activity: Sentence Strip Agree

15 min.

Have students write simple and compound sentences on sentence strips, checking that subjects and verbs agree. Instruct students
to cut the strips between the subjects and predicates. Redistribute strips to students. Have students interact to create sentences. In
the large group, direct students to read new sentences and explain the agreement of subjects and verbs.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Subject/Verb Agreement, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Compounds and Conjunctions

15 min.

Prepare a spinner labeled Compound Subject, Compound Predicate, Compound Sentence. Display sentences with simple subjects
and predicates and simple sentences. Have students spin the spinner to determine the revisions they should make to displayed
sentences. Instruct students to orally revise sentences based on the spinner directions. Have remaining students identify
conjunctions used and where punctuation should be added.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Conjunctions, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 4
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.7
Activity: Visual Cues

15 min.

In small groups, have students write original stories and sketch illustrations that support the stories. Allow students to orally present
the stories and share the illustrations. Ask audience members to share observations about the connections between the illustrations
and the stories.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.7, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand/Apply)

Activity: Talk It Through

15 min.

Provide students with stories that include illustrations. Have students write questions about what might be learned from the
illustrations before reading the stories. Encourage students to create questions about characters, settings, and plots based on
the illustrations. With partners, direct students to read the stories and determine if the answers to the questions can be located
in the illustrations or in the texts. Have students label questions and answers with Illustration, Text, Both.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.7, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand/Apply)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Adjectives

•

Explain the function of adjectives

•

Accurately choose which to use – adjective or adverb

Adverbs

•

Accurately choose which to use – adjective or adverb

•

Explain the function of adverbs

•

Form and use comparative adverbs

Activity: Adjective and Adverb Additions

15 min.

Brainstorm the functions of adjectives and adverbs in sentences and post a list of student-generated adjectives and adverbs. Display
sentences with missing adjectives and adverbs. Have students work with partners and supply meaningful adjectives or adverbs to
complete the sentences. In the large group, invite partners to share their sentences and brainstorm other adjectives or adverbs that
might also be placed in the blanks.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Adjectives, Adverbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Build a Sentence

15 min.

Prepare a set of cards that contains adjectives and a set of cards that contains adverbs. Working in small groups or in the large
group, have students, in turn, choose one card from each stack and compose oral sentences using the adjectives and adverbs
on the cards. Continue the activity until all students have composed sentences.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Adjectives, Adverbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 5
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.4, NCSCOS.L.2.4
Activity: Prefix and Root Combine

15 min.

Display a list of root words. Instruct students to use the prefixes un- and re- to combine with the displayed list of root words and
record them on sheets of notebook paper. Below recorded words, have students write meanings of words and sentences that use
the words. Have students share words and sentences with partners. Allow students to use print and digital resources to verify word
meanings.
(NCSCOS: L.2.4, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Perform It

15 min.

Have students read informational texts and circle unknown words. Instruct students to select one of the circled words and create
raps, songs, or poems that contain the words and that demonstrate the meanings of the words. Allow students to share their raps,
songs, or poems with small groups.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.4, L.2.4, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1, NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Interjections

•

Explain the function of and use interjections

NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Punctuation

•

Use commas in dialogue

•

Use quotation marks in dialogue

Activity: Dialogue Decisions

15 min.

Have students write short stories that include dialogue between characters and to omit the commas and quotations marks that
punctuate the dialogue. Ask student pairs to exchange short stories with partners and to insert commas and quotation marks as
needed. Have pairs collaboratively edit stories, checking for the accurate use of commas and quotation marks.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Punctuation, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Yes! to Interjections

15 min.

Review with students the function of interjections in sentences. Lead students to brainstorm a list of common interjections and post
the interjections. On note cards, write simple sentences that would benefit from added interjections and place them in a container.
Have students select note cards and read aloud the sentences. Instruct students to revise the sentences by adding interjections.
Discuss the sentences for appropriate use of interjections.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Interjections, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Illegal to Copy

43

UNIT 6
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.4
Activity: Cloze Lines

15 min.

Have students complete lines from nursery rhymes using the Cloze strategy (e.g., Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. Humpty
Dumpty had a great _____. There was an old woman who lived in a shoe. She had so many children she didn’t know what to
_____.). Allow students to use books or nursery rhymes and prepare additional lines for partners to complete. In the large
group, guide students to understand how patterns of language support meaning and enjoyment of texts they read and texts
they write.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.4, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Activity: Poetic Questioning

15 min.

With small groups or in the large group, have students read poems or songs or listen to read alouds of poems or songs that are
displayed. Guide student thinking about the regular beats, alliteration, rhymes, and repeated lines using these questions.

•

How are the words and lines organized?

•

What rhyming words do you hear?

•

Which words and phrases provide rhythm?

•

What sounds do you hear repeated in lines or throughout the poem/song?

•

Which words or phrases do you remember after reading or hearing the poem/ song?

•

What feeling does the poem/song cause you to experience?

•

What experience or memory does the poem or song cause you to remember?

(NCSCOS: RL.2.4, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Sentences

•

Produce, expand, and rearrange simple and compound sentences

Activity: Sentence Columns

15 min.

Have students create two-column charts labeled Simple, Compound. Display examples of simple and compound sentences and
direct students to place the examples in appropriate columns. Instruct students to write additional sentences in columns. Have
students share responses with small groups to confirm accuracy of sentence placements and to correct misunderstandings.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Sentences, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Sentence Chat

15 min.

Instruct students to write paragraphs about self-selected topics, using at least one simple sentence and one compound sentence.
Have students exchange paragraphs with partners. Have partners label the sentences by type. Direct students to debrief identified
sentences with partners.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Sentences, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 7
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.9
Activity: Common Points

15 min.

Following read alouds of two informational texts on common topics, instruct students to prepare note cards with shared key points
between the texts and key points that are only included in one of the texts. Have students use the note cards to complete a posted
three-column chart labeled with the titles of the texts for the outside columns and Common Key Points for the middle column. Ask
individual students to place their note cards in the appropriate columns. Debrief responses to confirm accuracy or to correct
misunderstandings.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.9, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Highlighted Details

15 min.

Have students read two informational texts on common topics. Instruct students to use two colors of highlighters to follow these
directions: Highlight similarities in the texts with first colors. Highlight differences in the texts with second colors. Ask students to
share highlighted texts with small groups to confirm accuracy. Debrief the activity in the large group by asking students to share the
strategies they used to determine similarities and differences between the texts of common topics.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.9, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Capitalization

•

Capitalize geographic names

Punctuation

•

Use commas in greetings and closings of letters

Activity: Search for Geo Caps

15 min.

Provide student pairs with newspapers or other print materials that have a number of names of geographic locations. Invite partners
to search the material and to list the names of the geographic locations on sheets of paper. Challenge partners to locate as many
geographic names as possible in a set period of time. Then, have partners circle the capital letters on the geographic names. In the
large group, invite pairs to share the most unusual geographic names located in the search.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Capitalization, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Dear Friend

15 min.

Have students write brief letters to friends. Have students exchange letters with partners and determine if commas were used
correctly in the greetings and closings. If commas are used correctly, instruct students to draw stars at the tops of the letters. If
commas are not used correctly, instruct students to draw circles where the commas should have been placed. Have partners return
letters so that original writers can insert the commas correctly. In the large group, have students state the rules for using commas in
greetings and closings of letters.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Punctuation, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 8
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.3
Activity: Character Time Lines

15 min.

Have students use Time Line graphic organizers to record events in stories above the lines and descriptions of how characters
respond to the events below the lines. Instruct students to share Time Lines in small groups using these questions to guide the
discussion: What is the first/second/third/fourth event? What does the character do as a result of this event? What does the
character say as a result of this event? Why does the character behave in this way based on this event? What are the most
important events of the story? How does the character respond to these important events? What problem does the character
solve in the story based on the events? How is this solution important to the events of the story? In the large group, debrief the
results of small group discussion and have students synthesize the importance of characters’ responses to events and challenges in
stories.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.3, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Silent Pictures

15 min.

Show muted video clips of stories. Have students predict and record what is happening and how the main characters are
responding to the events. Display the video clips a second time with the audio unmuted. Have students share the accuracy of their
predictions and the strategies they used to determine how the characters responded to the events and challenges of the stories.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.3, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Nouns

•
•

Explain the function of nouns
Form and use frequently occurring regular and irregular plural nouns

Activity: Two-Way Nouns

15 min.

Have small groups of students create two-column charts labeled Singular Noun, Plural Noun. Post a list of singular nouns that
have irregular plural forms. Direct groups to record singular nouns in Singular Noun columns. Then, instruct groups to work
together to determine the plural forms of the nouns and write them in Plural Noun columns. Have groups use print or digital
tools to confirm the accuracy of the plural nouns. Debrief correct responses in the large group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Nouns, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Plural Noun Highlight

15 min.

Provide students with texts and two colors of highlighters. Have students highlight regular plural nouns with first colors. Have
students highlight irregular plural nouns with second colors. Allow students to work with partners to check accuracy of highlighting.
Guide pairs to form and record sentences with several of the irregular plural nouns and share with the large group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Nouns, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 9
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.7
Activity: Image Quest

15 min.

Provide students with informational texts that contain images or display and read aloud informational texts that contain images. In
small groups or in the large group, have students answer questions that guide understandings of the images: How does the image
help you understand the words you are reading/hearing? What image in the text helps you locate important information about
what you are reading/hearing? What do you learn by studying the images? How do the images help you locate information? What
major points do the images reinforce or clarify in the text? At the conclusion of the activity, have individual students write reflection
statements that express their learning about the use of images in informational texts.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.7, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Image or Text?

15 min.

Provide students with informational texts that contain images. Have students read the texts and write questions that can be
answered using information from the text, the images, or both. Direct students to exchange texts and questions with partners.
Instruct students to read partners’ texts and answer the questions. Have students label answers Text, Image, Both. Have partners
debrief both texts to confirm accuracy of answers or to correct errors.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.7, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Punctuation

•
•

Use an apostrophe to form contractions
Use an apostrophe to form frequently occurring possessives

Activity: Contraction Surgery

15 min.

Record words used to make contractions on sentence strips. Direct students to cut out the letters that should be replaced with
apostrophes. Provide students with adhesive bandages and markers. Instruct students to draw apostrophes on one sticky end of the
bandages. Using the bandages as tape, have students tape the word parts together with the apostrophes in the appropriate places.
Invite students to post the resulting contractions on a Word Wall. Have students use the posted contractions as a reference as they
compose and edit drafts, assuring contractions are punctuated correctly.
(NCSOCS: L.2.2 Punctuation, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Possessively Speaking

15 min.

Select and display three objects from the classroom. Direct student pairs to compose sentences, as many as possible in five
minutes, following these directions: Sentences must refer to or be inspired by one of the objects. Sentences must include a
possessive that uses an apostrophe correctly. Have pairs share sentences and ask the large group to make determinations about
the accuracy of the possessives in the sentences.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Punctuation, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 10
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.1
Activity: Five Finger Details

15 min.

Have students create Five Finger graphic organizers by tracing around their hands on sheets of paper. Read aloud stories and have
students write five key details on the fingers of the organizers as they listen. On the tips of the fingers, have students label the
details as Character, Setting, Plot. Instruct students to use the recorded details and labels to debrief the stories in small groups.
Repeat the activity with a specific focus on characters, setting, or plot only.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Exchange and Answer

15 min.

Provide students with literary texts and instruct them to read the texts and to develop questions that can be answered explicitly
based on the texts. Direct students to exchange questions and literary texts with partners. Instruct students to locate and record
the answers and return to partners to check for accuracy. Direct partners to provide feedback regarding questions and answers.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.3.a
NCSCOS.L.2.3.a Compare formal and informal uses of English.

Activity: Formal Revision

15 min.

Working with partners, have students exchange recently written drafts. Instruct students to underline sentences that might be
improved by making the language more formal. Have the original writers to revise drafts, using the underlined sentences to guide
them as they use more formal language. Have students share revisions with partners and discuss the revisions to ensure that the
language is more formal. Debrief strategies for making these types of revisions in the large group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.3.a, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Make It Formal

15 min.

Post a list of informal uses of English (e.g., gonna, wanna, ain’t, nope, bunches, awesome, cool). With partners, have students create
T-charts labeled Informal, Formal. Instruct students to record the list of informal English in Informal columns. Have partners revise
the informal language to more formal English and record revisions in Formal columns. Have pairs share revisions with the large
group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.3.a, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

88

Illegal to Copy

UNIT 11
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.3
Activity: Sequence Map

15 min.

Provide students with texts that include historical events. Have students use Sequence
Map graphic organizers to record the order of events in the texts. Ask students to share
and confirm accuracy of organizers in small groups.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.3, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: What is the Connection?

15 min.

Have students view video clips of science investigations. Following the viewings, have students write statements that explain
the connections between and among the scientific ideas or concepts (e.g., Plants need water, soil, and oxygen. Plant roots
absorb nutrients. Mixtures of materials cause chemical reactions or changes.). Ask students to share their findings with small
groups. Repeat the activity using video clips of historical events with a focus on the connections between and among the
events.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.3, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Verbs

•
•

Form and use the perfect verb tenses
Convey sense of various times, sequences

Activity: Perfect Highlighting

15 min.

Provide students with texts that have errors in the use of perfect verb tenses. Instruct students to highlight the errors in the texts and
write the correct forms of the perfect verb tenses above the highlighted errors. Have pairs review the highlighting and corrections to
ensure accuracy.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Verbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Write It Right

15 min.

Have students brainstorm verbs and record them on a posted chart. Have students select several verbs from the posted list and
incorporate them into the drafts of stories, ensuring that times and sequences are conveyed correctly with the chosen verb tenses.
Direct students to work with partners to edit drafts of stories, ensuring that the verbs tenses are written correctly.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Verbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 12
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.6
Activity: Author’s Purpose Sort

15 min.

Provide students with three-column charts labeled To Answer, To Explain, To Describe. Display a collection of informational
texts. Guide students to classify the texts according to the authors’ purposes and to record the titles of the texts in the
appropriate columns of the charts. Debrief responses to assure understanding of how to identify authors’ purposes of
informational texts.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.6, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Activity: The Purpose of Research

15 min.

Have students brainstorm research topics and post. Ask questions to prompt students to determine the purposes for writing
informational texts on the posted topics. Add the purposes to the posted list after students consider and answer these
questions: What do you want readers to learn about your topic? Will you answer a question? Will you describe the topic? Will
you explain how to complete a task? Debrief the activity by guiding the students to think about how understanding authors’
purposes impacts their personal writing.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.6, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Determiners

•

Correctly use a, an, and the

Prepositions

•

Explain the function of prepositions

Activity: Find the Articles

15 min.

Display and read aloud literary or informational texts. Invite students to perform gestures (e.g., snapping fingers, clapping hands,
stamping feet) when they hear articles (i.e., a, an, the). Call on students to identify the nouns the articles modify and the reasons for
the usage of the articles.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Determiners, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Up, Down, All Around

15 min.

Discuss with students the functions of prepositions and brainstorm and post a list of prepositions. Assign students prepositions from
the posted list. Working with partners, have students, in turn, give directions to partners that include the assigned prepositions. At a
designated signal, have students move to new partners and repeat the activity until all students have worked with a number of
different partners.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Prepositions, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 13
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.9
Activity: Question the Two

15 min.

After students read two versions of the same story or listen to read alouds of the two versions, lead small group discussions
using these questions that allow students to determine likenesses and differences between the stories: How are the settings of
the stories similar or different? What details helped me notice these similarities or differences? How are the plots in the
stories similar or different? What details helped me notice these similarities or differences? How are the characters in the
stories similar or different? What details helped me notice these similarities or differences? How are the themes in the
stories similar or different? What details helped me notice these similarities or differences? One similarity or difference between
the stories is ___. Why might authors write different versions of the same stories? Invite students to share examples of multiple
versions of the same stories and to provide details about the reading experiences.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.9, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Maps of Stories

15 min.

Divide the class in two groups. Provide the first group with one version of a story. Provide the second group with a second version of
the same story. Have individual students read the stories and complete Story Map graphic organizers that include the elements of
setting, character, plot, and theme. Have groups assemble and debrief their organizers for accuracy. Then, lead a large group
discussion in which students determine similarities and differences between the two stories using the responses on the graphic
organizers.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.9, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1, L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Commonly Confused Words

•

Correctly use common homophones

L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Capitalization

•

Capitalize appropriate words in titles

Punctuation

•

Use commas to separate single words in a series

Activity: Title Correction

15 min.

Provide small groups of students with brief paragraphs that include a number of titles of works that require capitalization. Instruct
small groups to identify and circle the titles and to discuss how the titles should be capitalized. In the large group, display a T-chart
labeled Title, Correction. Have groups identify the titles and record in the Title column. Guide students to identify the correct
capitalization for the title and record the correction in the Correction column. Debrief responses to assure accuracy.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Capitalization, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Comma Create

15 min.

In the large group, brainstorm a list of nouns and post. Guide students to categorize the nouns based on likenesses or nouns that
might be used in a series. Direct students to compose sentences that incorporate at least three of the nouns in a series, using
commas correctly. Invite students to share their sentences in the large group. Discuss sentences for accurate use of commas to
separate words in a series.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Punctuation, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 14
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.5
Activity: Find the Features

15 min.

Provide students with newspapers or magazines. Direct students to locate text features in the newspapers or magazines. Have
students work with small groups to determine and record answers to these questions for each located text feature: 1. What is the
type of text feature? 2. What information is presented in the text feature? 3. Why might the author have used this text feature to share
this information? Invite small groups to share the findings from one text feature with the large group.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Add a Feature

15 min.

Provide students with informational texts that do not have but would be improved with text features. Have students determine what
features might be added in order to emphasize the key facts and to help readers locate information quickly within the texts. Have
students add the needed text features. Allow students to share added original text features with small groups.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1, NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Adjectives

•

Accurately choose which to use – adjective or adverb

Adverbs

•

Accurately choose which to use – adjective or adverb

NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Punctuation

•

Use commas in addresses

Activity: Address the Envelope

15 min.

Have students write personal letters to family members or friends. Distribute envelopes and instruct students to address the
envelopes with the addresses of the receivers and their return addresses on the fronts. Have students exchange envelopes with
partners and check that the addresses have been written using correct punctuation.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Punctuation, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Adjective or Adverb Additions

15 min.

Display sentences with missing adjectives or adverbs. Have students work with partners and supply appropriate adverbs or
adjectives to make the sentences more interesting and to provide appropriate details. Instruct partners to work with other small
groups to share sentences and to brainstorm additional adverbs or adjectives that might be placed in the blanks.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Adjectives, Adverbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 15
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.5, NCSCOS.L.2.5.a
Activity: Sketch the Differences

15 min.

Display several lists of related adjectives (e.g., big, large, enormous, gigantic). Have students choose one of the lists of adjectives
and sketch pictures that reflect the related adjectives. For example: a student might draw a deer for “big,” a moose for “large,” an
elephant for “enormous,” and a dinosaur for “gigantic.” Invite students to share their sketches with the large group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.5, L.2.5.a, DOK: 1, RBT: Analyze)

Activity: Act Out the Differences

15 min.

On note cards, write lists of closely related verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl; ask, beg, request). Distribute note cards to small groups of
students. Have students prepare to perform the verbs for the large group. After each group performs the verbs, discuss how the
verbs vary in meaning and the importance of understanding these differences in meaning when reading and when writing.
(NCSCOS: L.2.5, L.2.5.a, DOK: 1, RBT: Analyze)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Pronouns

•

Explain the function of pronouns

•

Use reflexive pronouns

Activity: Pronoun Pass

15 min.

Prepare a beach ball with a reflexive pronoun written in each section. Have students form a circle and pass the beach ball as
music is playing. When the music stops, have the student holding the ball identify the reflexive pronoun under his or her right
thumb. Instruct the student to state a sentence that uses that reflexive pronoun. Discuss the sentences for accuracy. Continue
the music and passing until all students have participated.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Pronouns, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Circle It

15 min.

Display a list of reflexive pronouns. Provide students with newspaper or magazine articles. Have students search for and circle
reflexive pronouns located in the articles. Invite students to work with partners to discuss the accuracy of the circled pronouns.
Then, instruct student pairs to write sentences that use the circled reflexive pronouns. Invite students to share sentences in the
large group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Pronouns, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 16
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.5
Activity: Question and Locate

15 min.

Provide students with informational texts or display informational texts as they are read aloud. Use the following questions to guide
student thinking as they use text features to comprehend the texts. Debrief student responses in the large group to confirm
accuracy of understanding or to correct misunderstandings.

•
•
•
•
•

What do you learn by studying the captions/headings/titles?
What text features help you locate important information about what you are reading?
What text feature helps you locate major points in the text?
Why did the author use bold print/italics?
Where might you look if you do not understand a key word in the text?

(NCSCOS: RI.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Read Around the Text

15 min.

Provide students with informational texts that contain a number of essential text features. Have students preview the texts, using
only the text features. Ask students to make predictions about the texts based on the text features and share their predictions with
partners. Direct students to read the texts and to discuss the accuracy of the predictions.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Verbs

•

Form and use regular and irregular verbs

•

Form and use simple verb tenses

•

Recognize inappropriate shifts in verb tense

Activity: Variety of Verbs

15 min.

Have students brainstorm a list of regular and irregular verbs and post on chart paper. Instruct students to write sentences that
include the posted verbs. Have students form pairs, read the sentences, and circle the verbs in the sentences. Instruct pairs to
discuss the circled words and to identify if they are regular or irregular verbs. Challenge pairs to collaborate to determine additional
regular and irregular verbs and to write additional sentences.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Verbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: And Then What?

15 min.

Have students write several sentences using simple verb tenses. Allow student pairs to exchange sentences and to ask themselves
“And then what?” and add to the sentences, using the simple verb tenses established in first sentences. Post the completed
sentences and allow students to review them. In the large group, read all sentences, identifying sentences that require corrections
to the simple verb tenses.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Verbs, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 17
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.2
Activity: Locate the Message

15 min.

Have students answer questions to guide the identification of key details and central messages in stories:

•
•
•
•
•

Who is the main character?
What is the main character’s role in the story?
What are the words and actions of the main character?
What are the thoughts of the main character? What problem does the main character solve?
What lesson does the main character learn?

Direct students to record the answers/key details about the characters on sticky notes. Guide students to use the sticky notes
to identify the central messages, lessons, or morals of selections. Have students share their determinations of key details and
central messages with small groups.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Recount It

15 min.

Have students read or listen to read alouds of stories, myths, fables, or folktales. With partners, have students recount the stories,
identify the lessons or morals, and explain how the key details support the identified lessons or morals. Encourage partners to ask
questions when clarifications are needed.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Pronouns

•

Continue to use personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns

Activity: All About Pronouns

15 min.

Have students brainstorm pronouns and post the words. Guide students to sort the pronouns in categories (e.g., personal,
possessive, indefinite). Assign small groups of students a category of pronouns and have the groups research information about the
pronouns to use to teach the remaining students. Encourage students to include examples of the pronouns used in the contexts of
sentences as part of their instruction.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Pronouns, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Pronoun Highlight

15 min.

Provide students with texts and highlighters. Have students highlight personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns. Allow students
to work with partners to check the accuracy of the highlighted pronouns. Guide student pairs to form sentences with several of the
highlighted pronouns and to share with the large group to confirm the accurate use of the pronouns.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Pronouns, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 18
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.2
Activity: Main Topic Match

15 min.

Prepare key detail cards and main topic cards for multiparagraph informational texts. Have student pairs read the texts and match
the key detail cards and the main topic cards with the appropriate texts. Ask students to discuss how the key details support the
main topics of the texts. Debrief the matches in the large group and invite students to support their matches.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Paragraph Jigsaw

15 min.

Provide small groups of students with multiparagraph informational texts. Assign students one paragraph from the texts to read.
Direct students to determine the focus of the assigned paragraphs. Have group members share the focus of the assigned
paragraphs. Ask groups to discuss and determine the main topics of the texts based on the focus of the paragraphs. Debrief
student responses in the large group.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Capitalization

•

Capitalize holidays

•

Capitalize product names

•

Capitalize geographic names

Activity: Product Caps

15 min.

Have students list five products (common nouns) they use, eat, or wear. Beside each product, instruct students to write brand
names for the products, using capitals correctly. Have students share brand names and how they capitalized the names
correctly in the large group.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Capitalization, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Stand for Caps

15 min.

Read sentences containing geographic names that require capitalization. Direct students to stand when they hear words that should
be capitalized. After students respond to the oral activity, display the sentences with no capitalization and instruct students to rewrite
the sentences using appropriate capitalization.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 Capitalization, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 19
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RL.2.6
Activity: Voices of the Characters

15 min.

Have students listen to read alouds of narrative texts. Discuss with students how the voices of the characters might sound
based on their traits and behaviors. Encourage students to perform the dialogue of the characters, using different voices to
distinguish characters based on their traits.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.6, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Activity: Partner Points of View

15 min.

Have students work with partners to read traditional stories. Instruct first partners to retell the stories from one character’s point of
view and second partners to retell the stories from a different character’s point of view. Have students determine the likenesses and
differences between the characters’ points of view.
(NCSCOS: RL.2.6, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.1
NCSCOS.L.2.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
Nouns

•

Use collective nouns (such as group)

Activity: Collective Noun Hunt

15 min.

Provide students with newspapers or magazine articles. Have students search for and circle collective nouns. Allow students to
work with partners to share located collective nouns and to use reference materials to confirm the accuracy of the
identifications. Have student pairs compose sentences with several of the located collective nouns and sketch illustrations to
support the sentences. Invite students to post their sentences and sketches for a Gallery Walk.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Nouns, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Collective Sketches

15 min.

Prepare note cards with collective nouns. Distribute note cards to students. Instruct students to draw sketches that depict or
represent the collective nouns. Have students share sketches in the large group. Allow the large group to guess the collective
noun depicted in the sketches and the artist to confirm or correct responses.
(NCSCOS: L.2.1 Nouns, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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UNIT 20
Interventions
Review the Intervention Activities and determine those you will use to support student understanding of the unit standards.

Focus Standard NCSCOS.RI.2.1
Activity: News Search

15 min.

Have students read articles from print or digital children’s magazines and list facts from the articles on note cards. On reverse sides
of cards, instruct students to write questions based on the facts. With partners, have students exchange articles, answer prepared
questions, and confirm partners’ responses.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Activity: Question the Topic

15 min.

Prior to reading or listening to read alouds of informational texts on specified topics, have students write questions about the
topics on sticky notes. After reading or hearing the texts, have students record answers to the questions on the sticky notes,
using evidence from the texts. Invite students to share questions, answers, and evidence with small groups.
(NCSCOS: RI.2.1., DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Focus Standard NCSCOS.L.2.2
NCSCOS.L.2.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
References

•

Consult reference materials as needed to check and correct spellings

Activity: Spelling Correct or Incorrect

15 min.

Post a numbered list of words, some spelled correctly and some spelled incorrectly. Have students number their papers and
record Correct or Incorrect beside corresponding numbers based on the spellings of the posted words. Beside the numbers of
the words that are labeled as Incorrect, instruct students to spell the words correctly. Instruct students to check corrections
using reference materials.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 References, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Activity: Help Wanted: Proofreader

15 min.

Provide print materials that are likely to contain spelling errors (e.g., neighborhood newsletters, local publications, community bulletin
board posts). Allow student pairs to select from available texts. Have students read the materials, highlight words that are spelled
incorrectly, write the correct spellings above the highlighted words, and use reference materials to confirm correct spellings. Post
products and allow students to conduct a Gallery Walk, making notes about common errors made in the publications and possible
reasons for the errors.
(NCSCOS: L.2.2 References, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)
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