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Standards Mastery through Critical Thinking
Help Students Rise to the Challenge
Activities to engage and accommodate all learners
Critical thinking integrated into every activity
Varied assessment items and question formats

New

Robust Instructional Management Platform
designed to support data-informed instruction and
promote student mastery of content

2
LEVEL

SAMPLE

Available
in Spanish
2020–21
SY

ThinkUp! ELA introduces the focus CCSS and the
9 Traits of Critical Thinking™ that support students as
they learn, practice, and master CCSS concepts.

Traits

of Critical
Thinking

We are pleased to introduce ThinkUp! ELA Teacher and Student Editions.
We have developed this product to support your instruction of the ELA CCSS.
This sample version offers you a review of the content to develop
an understanding of what our resource provides for you and your students.
A
 ssures that 100% of the CCSS for ELA are
addressed with evidence-based strategies that
help teachers scaffold high-quality instruction.
Includes activities that stimulate critical thinking
as evidenced by Depth of Knowledge and
Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy coding.
O
 ffers literary texts as well as informational
texts that promote cross-curricular connections
across content areas.
P
 rovides recursive practice for reading and
language standards as well as composition
practice.

Call us at 844-452-4341 to implement ThinkUp! in your classroom.
Learn more at mentoringminds.com/think-up.

O
 ffers units that are organized by focus CCSS
with explanations of the standards to support
planning and instruction and to align with your
ELA scope and sequence.
D
 igital-only and Bundle purchases include
access to our new comprehensive K–12 platform
that addresses every step in the learning
journey—bringing the ThinkUp! Standards
Mastery System fully into the digital realm and
weaving the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™ into
every aspect of instruction.
This sample contains the following
content from ThinkUp! ELA, Level 2:
Table of Contents Teacher Edition
Unit 20 Teacher Edition
Unit 20 Student Edition
The final content may contain slight changes or revisions
that are not yet reflected in this sample version.

TEACHER EDITION

TEACHER EDITION

Unit 17

Fox and Stork

130
CCSS Focus RL.2.2 LITERATURE: Fable..............................................................................................................................
Unit 18

George Washington Carver: Plant Doctor

138
CCSS Focus RI.2.2 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text.......................................................................................................
Unit 19

Lucky Mistakes

146
CCSS Focus RL.2.6 LITERATURE: Realistic Fiction...............................................................................................................

Table of Contents

Unit 20

154
CCSS Focus RI.2.1 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text.......................................................................................................

Access the Pre-Assessments on the Mentoring Minds website.
Unit 1
Unit 2

Maria's Visit

Teacher Resources

1
CCSS Focus RL.2.2 LITERATURE: Realistic Fiction......................................................................................................................................................

Frequency Chart

162

Get Up and Move

Skill-Based Literature

174

Glossary

187

9
CCSS Focus RI.2.8 INFORMATIONAL: Opinion Piece......................................................................................................................................................
Unit 3

Building the Neighbor’s Barn

A Knot Before Sailing
17
CCSS Focus RL.2.5 LITERATURE: Realistic Fiction......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 4

Malik and the Race
25
CCSS Focus RL.2.7 LITERATURE: Realistic Fiction......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 5

The Right Ball for the Game
33
CCSS Focus RI.2.4, L.2.4 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 6

A Basketful of Birds
41
CCSS Focus RL.2.4 LITERATURE: Poem......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 7

Seeds: From Here to There and Seeds for Artwork
49
CCSS Focus RI.2.9 INFORMATIONAL/INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text/Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 8

The Wild Ride
57
CCSS Focus RL.2.3 LITERATURE: Realistic Fiction......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 9

Delicious Donuts
65
CCSS Focus RI.2.7 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 10

The Wonder Boy of Japan
73
CCSS Focus RL.2.1 LITERATURE: Fairy Tale......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 11

Traveling Together and Bike Sharing in Big Cities
81
CCSS Focus RI.2.3 INFORMATIONAL/INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text/Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 12

The Nine-Banded Armadillo
89
CCSS Focus RI.2.6 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 13

How Two Indians Boys Settled a Quarrel and The Quarrel Sticks
97
CCSS Focus RL.2.9 LITERATURE/LITERATURE: Folktale/Folktale......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 14

Oceans of Plastic
106
CCSS Focus RI.2.5 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 15

The Plant Dance and The Garden Drought
114
CCSS Focus L.2.5 LITERATURE/LITERATURE: Poem/Poem......................................................................................................................................................

Unit 16

Papel Picado: A Delicate Art
122
CCSS Focus RI.2.5 INFORMATIONAL: Informational Text......................................................................................................................................................

TEACHER EDITION

�������
Clarifying the Standard
��(��)�&����!��!)� ��� �!$��&�! �&!����$��+�&���

������!$��"��

� ��� %&$'�&�! �

FOCUS STANDARD

RI.2.1 Ask � � answer %'�� questions �% who, what, where, when, why��� � how &! demonstrate understanding !� key
details � �� text�

��� ��'&�!$%�)$�&��� �!$��&�! �� texts��&��+�"$!(��� key details &!����"�$����$%�' ��$%&� ��&���&!"��%����+���&���%�� ��'���
who–&���"�!"�����"!$&� &�&!�&���&!"��
what–&���%'����&�!��&���&!"��
where–&����!��&�! �!���(� &%�$���&���&!�&���&!"��
when–&���&����!���(� &%�$���&���&!�&���&!"��
why–&���$��%! ��!$��(� &%�!$�"�� !�� ��$���&���&!�&���&!"��
how–&���)�+�� �)������(� &%�!$�"�� !�� ��$���&���&!�&���&!"���!��'$

Asking � � answering questions �%�! ����&�!���!$�%&'�� &%�&! demonstrate &���$ understandings !��&�����+���&���%
�!��' ���&���� �&�*&%���$!�"&�%&'�� &%�&!��%��� ��� %)�$�#'�%&�! %���!'&�&�*&%����!$����'$� ���� ����&�$�$���� ��
Before reading� What is my purpose for reading this text? What do I expect to learn? What features in the text provide clues
about what I will learn?
During reading� What important ideas have been shared about the topic? What key details does the author provide to
support the ideas? Can I make connections with what I am reading to other information I know or have read about the topic?
After reading� Did I learn what I expected from the text? What key details did I learn about the topic? Do I need to reread any
sections of the text? What questions can I ask and answer about the text?

�'""!$&�%&'�� &%��%�&��+�"$��&����� %)�$� ��&��%��&+"�%�!��&�*&���"� �� &�#'�%&�! %���&�$�$���� ��� �!$��&�! ���&�*&%�

•

Right There #'�%&�! %��%��%&'�� &%�&!��!��&��! ���!$$��&�� %)�$��!��&���� �! ��"������ �&���&�*&�����%��� %)�$%��$����%���!
� �!$��&�! �%&�&����*"����&�+�� �)!$�%��"�$�%�%��!$�%� &� ��%�

•

Think and Search #'�%&�! %��%��%&'�� &%�&!�$���������&%��!��&���� �&���&�*&��� %)�$%��$��&+"�����+��!' ��� ��!$��&�� �! ��"�����
%!�%&'�� &%��$��$�#'�$���&! think and search &�$!'���&���&�*&�&!�, ��&���� %)�$%�&��&��$��%&�&����*"����&�+�

�$!(�����'�&�"���!""!$&' �&��%��!$�%&'�� &%�&!��%��� ��� %)�$�)$�&&� �� ��!$���#'�%&�! %�)�����$���� ��� �!$��&�! ���&�*&%�
�&'�� &%���%!��� �,&��$!���%�� ��� ��� %)�$� ��#'�%&�! %�)�&��"��$%��%�&��+�$����� �!$��&�! ���&�*&%�)�&��"�$& �$%�� ��%����
�$!'"%�
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STUDENT EDITION
Name: _________________________________

�������
Pre-Assessment

Unit 20

15 min.

������� ���������������� �������� ����������� �� Think Aloud � �� ��%���!����� !��� ��������� ��������&������!������������������
������ ��������� ����������������������������������� ���������������������������� ���������� ���� ���������� �!� ����

Unit 20

Standard Learning Target (student edition page 298)

STANDARD LEARNING TARGET

��� ���������!��� ���

5 min.

����������������� ���� �� �� !��� ����"����������!����� ���������� ����� �������! �������� ���!�� �

I will ask and answer questions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how
to demonstrate understanding of key details in a text.

I will ask and answer questions such as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate understanding of key details
in a text.

Critical Thinking Traits Formative Assessment (student edition page 298)

10 min.

Focus for 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™

���������� ��� �� � ���� ���������� !��� �� �����"�����$�����������$���������������� !� ��������#����� ��%���"��!���� ��� ��� ��
�������� !��� �!����� ��������������� ��� �!����� �������� ����� ����!���� �������������

Link: I apply knowledge to reach new understandings.
When you link, you connect information to answer who, what, where, when, why,
and how questions.

Link: I apply knowledge to reach new understandings.
�����"�� link��"����������������������������� �� who, what, where, when, why, ��� how ����������

What strategy might you use to show how answers to who, what, where, when,
why, and how questions connect?

What strategy might you use to show how answers to who, what, where, when, why, and how questions
connect?
������������������������������������� Web �� Mind Map ��������������#���������� ��� ���� ������ who, what,
where, when, why, ��� how ������������������

Examine: I use a variety of methods to explore and to analyze.

Examine: I use a variety of methods to explore and to analyze.

�����"�� examine��"�������"���!���������������� �����������������

When you examine, you study texts to locate answers to questions.

How might you know if your answers to questions are correct?

How might you know if your answers to questions are correct?

�������������������������������������������!�����������������$����������������"���� ����

Create: I use my knowledge and imagination to express new and innovative ideas.

Create: I use my knowledge and imagination to express new and innovative
ideas.
Collaborate: I work with others to achieve better outcomes.

Collaborate: I work with others to achieve better outcomes.
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STUDENT EDITION
Name: _________________________________

UNIT 20

Unit 20

Guided Instruction (student edition pages 299-303)

45 min.

��������#��"�������� ����!�������!�(��"��������%� �!�������$��!"#���"!�#!��"�� ThinkUp! ELA �"#���"����"�������!!� '�"������"�
"����������!����%� �!���!��!"#���"!�"�� �������!!� '���+��"���!����!�#!!������ �$�����&�����!����"���%� �!�

•
•
•
•
•
•

answer – a response to a question; to reply or respond to a question

•

understanding – the ability to comprehend written or spoken texts

ask – to request an answer

Readers ask who, what, where, when, why, and how questions about information in
texts. They locate facts to answer the questions and to demonstrate understandings of
the key details of the texts.

demonstrate – to explain using examples or experiences

Follow this process before, during, and after reading to help you ask and answer
questions about the key details of texts.

key detail – a word or phrase that gives information about the topic or main idea of a text
question – a type of sentence that requests and requires an answer
text – the words in a written passage

• Before reading, preview the text. Think of questions to ask that will help you

determine the key details of the text.
• During reading, look for the answers to your questions.
• After reading, review your questions and answers and then use those answers to
demonstrate an understanding of the key details of the text.

Model Reading and Thinking
��������#��"���"�&"�)� �����"�"���*��!������%!�

•
•
•

Reader Tips

Before reading, ask students: What might you ask about the text based on the title?

Use the 5Ws and 1H to ask and answer questions about informational texts.

During reading, stop to ask students: What additional questions do you have about the key details of the text?
After reading, ask students: How do the answers to your questions help you demonstrate an understanding of the key details
of the text?

Precipitation
�'���$��������!��
�� "����!����'�"'��!����%��"�� ������"���!��%�"� �����!�� ���"���!�'�����!��!��������� �����"�"������� ���"'��!����� �����"�"����� �
�����!��%�����������
�����!"� "!��!�%�"� ������ "�����������������!������!������!" ���!�������"���!#�����"!�"���%�"� ��!��������"�"# �!���"��%�"� �$��� �
����%�"� �$��� � �!�!��������"�����!�"���"�� ��"���%�"� �$��� ��� �!����#�!������"���!��"������#�!��������"����#������%�"� �������
"���%�"� �����!������"���� "���!� ����
������"��!�$� '�������"���%�"� �$��� �� ��(�!��������"�����!�"���� "����"��!��������!��%�����%�����������!�,���!�� ��!����������"!�� ��"��
� �#����!���������#����"���!��%�%����!"����� "�����"������#����"��!��%�� ��"!���� "�� ��� ��!���"�"�����!"�!��%����%��"� �
����"���!����""���� �(�������!������� ���"���!�'�����!��!��������������������""�������!��� ��%����%��������!�#��������������� '!"��!������%���
�#!��!�"���� '!"��!�#����"��"������#�!�����'�� �%��������������������!�����"� ����"����'�"���!�������"�������!"���!��������"��
���$'��"��'������"���� "��
� �����"�"����������!�� �#���"���%� ������"��#"��"���� "��%�#������$� '�� '�
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Unit 20

Answer these questions when you read informational texts.

Name: _________________________________
Unit 20

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

1. What will I do to ask who, what, where, when, why, and how questions about the
informational text?
2. What will I do to answer the questions I have written for the text?
3. How will I use the answers to the questions to show I understand the key details of
the text?

Precipitation
by Kevin Polanski

Earth has many types of weather. Sometimes, water falls from the sky. This is called
precipitation. Three types of precipitation are rain, snow, and hail.
Rain starts as water on Earth. Think of oceans, lakes, and streams. When the sun heats
the water, some of it turns into water vapor. The water vapor rises. When it comes
together, the water vapor forms clouds. Sometimes, the clouds become too full of water.
Then, the water falls back to Earth as rain.
When it is very cold, the water vapor freezes. When it falls to Earth, it is called snow.
Snow can fall as flakes or as ice pellets. If the ground is cold enough, the snow will stick.
It might pile up into snow drifts. Northern areas get the most snow in winter.
Sometimes, little frozen balls fall from the sky. This is called hail. The little balls form
when wind picks up falling ice crystals. The wind pushes the crystals up into the clouds.
They grow and fall again. This might repeat many times. When the hailstones become
too heavy, they fall to Earth.
Precipitation happens around the world. Without it, Earth would be very dry.
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�������
Debrief the Items
Question 1

Unit 20

1. How does the sun help form precipitation?
A. It helps water vapor make clouds.

CCSS: RI.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand

•
•
•
•

����� ���� ���� ���

B. It pushes ice crystals into the clouds.

����� !��� �� ����� � �� ����!�� ������� ������#��#�����

C. It causes frozen water droplets to make hail.

��"��� !��� ��������������� ������#�����������

D. It heats the water in oceans, lakes, and streams.

��"� ��� !��� �� ���� ��!�� ����� �� ��%��������#������ ���� ��� I will scan the text to determine the paragraph about the sun’s
connection to precipitation.

•
•

����#�� !��� �� ���� ������� ��������� ����#���!����� �$ ��"�����������������������������
���&��� ������#������ ���������!��� ����������� This answer choice demonstrates that the passage explains that the sun
heats the water on Earth, which leads to the formation of precipitation.

Question 2
CCSS: RI.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand

•
•
•
•
•
•

����� ���� ���� ���
����� !��� �� ����� � �� ����!�� ������� ������#��#�����

2. What must happen for snow to form?

��"��� !��� ��������������� ������#�����������

A. The ground must be cold.

��"� ��� !��� �� ���� ��!�� ����� �� ��%��������#������ ���� ��� I will recall where the author discusses how snow is formed.

B. The water vapor must freeze.

����#�� !��� �� ���� ������� ��������� ����#���!����� �$ ��"�����������������������������

C. The sun must be hidden in the sky.

���&��� ������#����������������!��� ����������� This answer choice demonstrates that the passage includes the details,

D. The wind must push crystals into the clouds.

“When it is very cold, the water vapor freezes. When it falls to Earth, it is called snow.”

Question 3
CCSS: RI.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand

•
•
•
•

����� ���� ���� ���
����� !��� �� ������!��� �����%�#����� question, answered, details, passage
��"��� !��� ��������������� ������#�����������
��"� ��� !��� �� ���� ��!�� ����� �� ��%��������#������ ���� ��� I will read the answer choices and determine which question I
can answer using details in the passage.

•
•

����#�� !��� �� ���� ������� ��������� ����#���!����� �$ ��"�����������������������������

3. Which question can be answered using details in the passage?

���&��� ������#����������������!��� ����������� This answer choice demonstrates that the question can be answered using

A. How often does it rain?

the details in paragraph 2 about clouds become full of water, which leads to rain falling.

B. Why is precipitation measured?
C. When does rain fall from the sky?

Reflection

D. What type of precipitation is the most important?

�����������������$�����������"��������������������$������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�������������������� �������������
������������������������
How will you ask and answer questions to determine key details of informational texts? ����������������� �������� ����"�������
����������������!����"���������� who, what, when, where, why, ��� how ����������������� �������������������������������
������������������������"������������������!���
������������������������������ # Examine �� Link
How did you use the critical thinking traits examine and link to show understandings of key details in the passage? �������
��������� �����������"��������� examine ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������"
�����������������������������������"��������� link ����������������������� ����������������������������������������� ��������������
�����������������������"������������������������
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Reflection on My Learning
How will you ask and answer questions to determine key details of informational
texts?

Reflection on Critical Thinking – Examine and Link
How did you use the critical thinking traits examine and link to show
understandings of key details in the passage?
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UNIT 20
Building Background Knowledge

20 min.

�)����'()��#('�($��'(��!�'����%)&%$'���$&�&����#��(���)#�(�(�,(��-��$"%!�(�#��(��'���(�*�(-��������!$)����(�,(���$)(�!�����#���&!�"�&������)&�#��(���&����#�����&��(�'()��#('�($�%&��(�������%�#�#��(���&�)#��&'(�#��#��$��(���(�,(��-�' �(���#��"�#(�!��"���'�(���&��(��+��!��!�'(�#�#��($�(���(�,(����(�&�(�� Read Aloud����*��'()��#('�'��&��' �(���'��#�'"�!!��&$)%'��#����*����'�)''�$#'�($
�$"%�&���#���$#(&�'(�!�����#���&!-��"�&����+�(��!����($��-�
(CCSS: RI.2.1, SL.2.1.A, SL.2.1.B, SL.2.1.C, SL.2.2, SL.2.3, SL.2.5, SL.2.6)

Vocabulary Mastery

10 min.

�&�(�����(�����,(��%���1���$���)!�&-�+$&�'�(��(�"���(��#(�&��&��+�(��'()��#(��$"%&���#'�$#�$��(���)#�(�(�,(�'����&�'�#(�(���
�$���)!�&-��)&�#��(����#'(&)�(�$#�$��(���'(�#��&�'�

�������� �� ��� �������

������� �������

arrived

reminded

answer

horse-drawn

rise

ask

miles

tiring

demonstrate

pioneers

volunteers

key detail

position

question

protected

text

raised

understanding

Vocabulary
�'��(����$���)!�&-���(�*�(��'�($�')%%$&(�'()��#(�)#��&'(�#��#��$��(�����,(��%���1���#��

��

15 min.
����$���)!�&-�

Activity: Word Blizzard
�&�(����,(��%���1���#�� ���*$���)!�&-�+$&����1#�(�$#'�$#�'���('�$��%�%�&��$#����1#�(�$#�%�&�'���(������(���%�%�&'��#�
��'(&��)(���"$#��'()��#('���#'(&)�(�'()��#('�($���*��/'#$+��!!�1��('0�+��#���&��(�����(�(���'��#�!����*��'()��#('�/�&��.�0��#���$!�
(���'#$+��!!'����&��(��#��*��)�!�'()��#('�($�&������1#�(�$#'��#��%&$*�����%%&$%&��(��"�(���#��+$&�'�� $#(�#)��(�����(�*�(-�)#(�!��!!
+$&�'��#����1#�(�$#'���*�����#�&�����#�����#(�1������$(�����*�&'��(�����(�*�(-��-�+&�(�#��+$&�'�$#�%�%�&'��#����*�#��'()��#('
%&$*������1#�(�$#'�$��+$&�'�$#�'#$+��!!'��
(CCSS: L.2.4.A, L.2.4.B, L.2.4.C, L.2.6)

Activity: Predict and Verify
�&$*����'()��#('�+�(����,(��%���1��*$���)!�&-�+$&�'��#��(�&����$!)"#����&('�!���!�� New Word� Before Reading� After Reading�
��*��'()��#('��$"%!�(�����&('��-�!�'(�#��(�����,(��%���1��+$&�'��# New Word �$!)"#'��%&����(�$#'�$��+$&��"��#�#�'��# Before
Reading �$!)"#'���#��*�&�1���$&��$&&��(���"��#�#�'��# After Reading �$!)"#'���#�$)&����'()��#('�($�)'��%&�#(�$&�����(�!
���(�$#�&��'�($��$#1&"�"��#�#�'���)����'()��#('��#�����'�)''�$#���$)(�(���+$&��"��#�#�'��#��(���&�%&����(�$#'�
(CCSS: L.2.4.A, L.2.4.B, L.2.4.C, L.2.6)

Reading: Foundational Skills

10 min.

�)����'()��#('�($���"$#'(&�(��)#��&'(�#��#�'�$��(��'��&����#���$)#��(�$#�!�' �!!'����$&��(��-�&����(���(�,(�'����&$"%(�'()��#('�($
�%%!-�)#��&'(�#��#��$��(��'��&����#���$)#��(�$#�!�' �!!'��'�(��-�&����(�,('��#��%�#��#(!-�
�'��(��'��+$&�'��#�(���)#�(�(�,(�($�%&$*�����#'(&)�(�$#��$&����$��#��+$&�'�+�(���$""$#�*$+�!�(��"'� raised, people, needed,
sleep, keep, paid, pieces
�'��(��'��+$&�'��#�(���)#�(�(�,(�($�%&$*�����#'(&)�(�$#��$&����$��#��(+$�'-!!��!��+$&�'�+�(��!$#��*$+�!'� arrived, tiring
(CCSS: RF.2.3.B, RF.2.3.C)
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Read the Text (student edition pages 304-305)

30 min.

������#����� ���������������������������������������&�����������#�������� ���� ���������������� ���������������������������� �
���������������������������������� ����������������������������������������� �������� ������������$��������������������������
�������� ���������$������������ ������������ ������"��������������������!�� ���� ���������������� ��������

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Building the Neighbor’s Barn

(CCSS: RI.2.10, RF.2.4.A, RF.2.4.B, RF.2.4.C)

�� ��������!���

by Allie Fisher

����

Items (student edition pages 306-310)

30 min.

���!������!�����$���������� ������������� �������������������������������������������$��"�������������������������� �������������������
��� ��������������$���&���!�����$�������� �������������������!���� ������"�������������������� ���������"���������������� �����&�����
����������������� �������������������������� ����������������������
�

������

����

��

1A

A

RI.2.1

2

Understand

1B

C

RI.2.1

3

Understand

2

C, E

RI.2.1

2

Understand

3

B

L.2.4.B

1

Apply

4

A

RI.2.8

2

Understand

5

D

RI.2.1

2

Understand

6

D

RI.2.6

2

Analyze

7

A

RI.2.7

2

Apply

8

C

L.2.5.A

2

Understand

9

Answers may vary.

RI.2.1

3

Understand

10

Answers may vary.

RI.2.1

3

Understand

11

B

L.2.2.E

1

Apply

12

C

L.2.2.E

1

Apply

13

D

L.2.2.E

1

Apply

Reflection (student edition page 309)

���

However, building a barn was a lot of work. It was too much for one family to do alone.
Sometimes, a family needed a barn built very quickly. But most farmers did not have
money to pay someone to build the barn.
Early American farmers found a way to solve this problem. When someone needed a
barn, members of the community held a barn raising! Everyone who lived in the area
came to the farm that needed a barn. People traveled for miles in horse-drawn wagons.
They were ready to work until the job was done. Everyone wanted to see a barn rise into
the air.
The people who came to barn raisings were volunteers. They did not get paid for working
all day in the hot sun. Still, they were glad to help. They knew that when they needed
help, they could count on their neighbors.
Usually, the family that needed the barn began the work before the friends arrived. They
built the barn frame, strong pieces of wood that give a barn its shape. This frame was
often lying on the ground when the helpers came. It had ropes tied to it so the men could
pull it to a standing position.

10 min.

������� �����������������!���� ������������������������������ ��������������� �������"�������������
��"�����������!���������
How might asking and answering who, what, where, when, why, and how questions help you understand the key details in texts?
�� ������������������������� ������������������"����� who� what� where� when� why����� how � ��������"������������ ���������
����������� ������� ����������������#�����������������������������������������#��������� ���������������#����������'� ������������������
��#���
��"��������������������������� % Link ��� Examine
Explain why it is important to ask and answer questions about the key details in texts. �� ������������������������� ���������
������������������������"���� ����������� ��������$��������������#������� ���������"������������������$� �������������������������
���������#���
How does asking and answering questions help you understand key details in texts? �� ������������������������� ��������������
���"������� ����������������� ����������"���������#���������� ���"����������#���������� ���"���������"����������#��������������
"�$������ ������"�����������#����������"����������������������#�������������������������
Illegal to Copy

In early America, many people had farms. The farmers used horses and cows to help
them with their work. These farm animals needed safe places to eat and sleep. They
needed to be protected from cold, storms, and wild animals. So farmers built barns to
keep their animals safe and warm. Barns also held farm tools and extra crops. To a
farmer, a barn was as important as a house.

159

After the heavy frame was raised, people hammered boards into place to make the
barn’s roof and sides. Older children were allowed to help with the easier building tasks.
Even the younger ones helped by carrying tools and water.
While the barn slowly took shape, many of the women cooked. They made a large meal
to be enjoyed when the work was done. At the end of the day, everyone laughed, talked,
and ate. They admired the new barn that they had built by working together.
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Although pioneers believed in helping others, they enjoyed barn raisings for other
reasons too. Many farms were far away from each other. Families might not see other
people for weeks or months. At a barn raising, the neighbors spent time with friends they
did not see often. Working together offered a chance to share news, tell stories, and sing
songs.

1. This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.
Part A
Which idea about people who lived on farms is best supported by the passage?
A. They took care of their own needs as much as they could.
B. They cared about their animals more than themselves.

A barn raising turned a tiring chore into a day of fun. Even better, it brought people
together and reminded them of what it meant to be good neighbors.

C. They had to do most of their work in the summer.
D. They did not like living close to other people.
Part B
Which sentence from the passage best supports the answer to part A?
A. “These farm animals needed safe places to eat and sleep.”
B. “They did not get paid for working all day in the hot sun.”
C. “Usually, the family that needed the barn began the work before the friends
arrived.”
D. “Families might not see other people for weeks or months.”
2. What are two reasons that farm families held barn raisings? Select two answers.
A. to show they cared about the community
B. to bring more animals to their farm
C. to spend time with neighbors
D. to avoid having to buy wood
E. to get a barn built quickly
3. Read this sentence from the passage.
Even better, it brought people together and reminded them of what it meant to be
good neighbors.
The word reminded is made up of the root word mind and the prefix re-. Based on this
information, what does the word reminded mean?
A. without thinking
B. think about again
C. someone who thinks
D. think about in the past
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4. Read these sentences from the passage.

8. Read this sentence from the passage.

These farm animals needed safe places to eat and sleep. They needed to be
protected from cold, storms, and wild animals.

It had ropes tied to it so the men could pull it to a standing position.
Based on this sentence, which word best describes the barn frame?

What point in the passage do these sentences support?

A. expensive

A. Every farm family needed a barn.

B. fancy

B. Farm animals were often in danger.

C. heavy

C. Barn raisings were fun for farm families.

D. narrow

D. Farmers owned different kinds of animals.

5. Which detail best shows that people enjoyed coming together for barn raisings?
A. They would try to get the barn built in one day.
B. They would refuse to be paid for their work on the project.
C. They would have a large meal when the job was completed.
D. They would tell stories, sing songs, and share news as they worked.

6. What is the most likely reason the author wrote this passage?
A. to tell a funny story about a group of early Americans
B. to explain how a task should be organized from start to finish
C. to explain why things are better today than they were in the past
D. to tell about something important that often took place in early America

7. The image in the passage helps the reader by showing
A. what a barn raising looked like.
B. how long it took to build a barn.
C. the tools that were needed to build a barn.
D. the feelings of the people who built the barn.
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9. How were farm families able to be friends with one another when they lived far apart?
Use details from the passage to support your answer.

Writing: Revising/Editing
11. Read the sentences. Answer the question.
The promises of ponies and rabbits did not make Jimmy happy.
What guide words would you use to locate the underlined word?

10. How did people in early America feel about hard work? Use details from the
passage to support your answer.

A. print/problem
B. progress/proof
C. prop/provide
D. pudding/punch

Reflection on My Learning

12. What dictionary guide words would you use to locate the word lumber?
A. litter/loaf

How might asking and answering who, what, where, when, why, and how questions help
you understand the key details in texts?

B. log/lost
C. look/lumberjack
D. lump/lynx
13. Read the sentences. Answer the question.

Reflection on Critical Thinking – Link and Examine

By sundown, Jimmy’s neighbors had helped raise the barn.

Link – I apply knowledge to reach new understandings.
Explain why it is important to ask and answer questions about the key details in
texts.

How might you know if this is the correct entry for the underlined word?
raise \rāz\ (v) 1. to help stand
2. to lift or build
3. to talk about an issue
4. to join for a purpose

Examine – I use a variety of methods to explore and to analyze.

A. by knowing the word “raise” has one syllable

How does asking and answering questions help you understand key details in
texts?

B. by thinking about the part of speech of the word “raise”
C. by using the pronunciation guide to say the word “raise”
D. by knowing that definition 2 of “raise” matches the meaning of the word in the
sentence
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Performance Task (student edition pages 311-313)

120 min.

Performance Task

Guide students through the Performance Task by:
•
•
•
•

Task:

��$��&�!��%&'��!&%�&"�$����&�����%�����$��&�"!%��"$�����!!�!����!����%��$����'�%&�"!%�%��&�"!%�

Your class is preparing for a community service project. Your teacher asks students in
your class to write stories about community members who help others. You decide to
write about characters from long ago who helped others during a community event.

�!%&$'�&�!��%&'��!&%�&"�$����&����"'$����"$���$�"$ �!�����%���$��"$��!��!"&�%��%�&��+�$����
���$��,!��%&'��!&�$�%#"!%�%�&"�&�����%��$����&� %�
%'##"$&�!��%&'��!&%��%�&��+�$�����"'$��%%��! �!&��!���� � ��$�%��&�"!%����"$���" #"%�!��&�*&%�&��&�$�%#"!��&"�&��
#$" #&�

Part 1: Research
1. ��$ �$%���&�&���$�!�����"$%��"� "%&�"��&����'����!���'$�!����$!�$��%�!�%���"&��'##"$&����+��"'$��
����$�!����#����'$�!����$!�$��%�!�%���'##"$&����+��"'$��
������"$%�&$����&"� ����&���)"$��"����$!��'����!���'!���'##"$&����+��"'$��
2. �&'��!&�$�%#"!%�%� ���&��!��'��������%"'$���%�+%�&��&�!�����"$%�&$�(�����&"����#�"&��$���$ �$%��'$�!����$!�$��%�!�%���&
�*#���!%�&��&�!�����"$%�)�$��!"&�#�����"$�&���$���$��)"$�������%"'$�����%"�%&�&�%�&��&�&���!�����"$%�)�$��)����!��&"�%&�+��!�
���#�'!&���&�����$!�)�%��" #��&��

After you have reviewed a source about this topic, you will answer some questions about
it. Scan the source and the two questions that follow. Then, go back and read the source
carefully so you will have the information you need to answer the questions and
complete your research.
In Part 2, you will write a story using the information you have read.
Directions for Beginning:
You will now review one source. You can review the source as often as you like.

Part 2: Writing
Student responses should include a well-written story about community members from long ago who help others during a
community event. The responses should use information and ideas from the source and should attend to the elements of the
Remember section which provides the criteria for a well-written story.
(CCSS: W.2.3, W.2.5, W.2.6, W.2.7, W.2.8)

Research Questions:
After reviewing the research source, use the rest of the time in Part 1 to answer two
questions about it. Your answers to these questions will be scored. Also, your answers
will help you think about the information you have read and viewed, which should help
you write your story.
Part 1
Source for Performance Task:
Reread “Building the Neighbor’s Barn.”
Use the space to record notes about this source that will help you on your task.
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Research

Part 2

Read and answer questions 1–2.

You will review your notes and source. Then you will plan, draft, revise, and edit your
writing. You may use your notes and go back to the source. Now read your assignment
and the information about how your writing will be scored. Then begin your work.

1. Look at the ideas in the table. Decide if the information is supported by the source or
is not supported by the source. Check the box that matches your answer.
Supported by
Source

Not Supported
by Source

Farmers let their neighbors do most of
the building during barn raisings.
Children helped during barn raisings.

Your Assignment:
Your teacher asks students in your class to write stories about community members who
help others. You decide to write about characters from long ago who helped others
during a community event. Your story will be shared with people in your community. Your
story should be several paragraphs long.
Writers often do research to add realistic details to the setting, characters, and plot in
their stories. Use information and details from the source to improve your story. Make
sure you develop your character(s), the setting, and the plot, using details, dialogue, and
description.

Neighbors tried to make the work of
barn building fun.

REMEMBER: A well-written story

2. The source discusses community members helping one another during barn raisings.
Explain what the source says about community members helping one another during
barn raisings. Use two details from the source to support your explanation.

•
•
•
•
•

has a plot with a beginning, middle, and ending.
is organized.
uses details from the source to support your story.
uses words that describe.
follows rules of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

Now begin work on your story.
Manage your time carefully so that you can
1. plan your story.
2. write your story.
3. revise and edit the final draft of your story.
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Reflection on Critical Thinking (student edition page 314)

5 min.

�$$'/�,"%���'*�+,-��&,+�,'�*�5��,�'&�,!�"*��(($"��,"'&�'��,!���*","��$�,!"&#"& �,*�",+��-*"& �,!��-&",�

Reflection on Critical Thinking

�'("'�"0(2(" +�2'(-*(-&�20 (2�#(#�5.3�.!1$04$�.2'$0�123#$-21�31(-&�#30(-&�2'(1�3-(2���'5�
�,-��&,�*�+('&+�+�+!'-$��"&�$-���,!��"��&,"4��,"'&��&���0($�&�,"'&�'��'&���*","��$�,!"&#"& �,*�",�,!�,�/�+�'�+�*.�����"& �-+����1
',!�*�+,-��&,+��-*"& �,!"+�-&",�

Home Connection
�!�*��,!���'$$'/"& ���,".","�+�'&�1'-*��$�++�����(� ��'*�"&�1'-*��$�++�&�/+$�,,�*�,'��*��,��$��*&"& �'(('*,-&","�+��'*�+,-��&,+��&�
,!�"*���%"$"�+�

Which critical thinking trait did you observe other students using during this unit?

Why?

1. Help your child research what life was like long ago in your area.
2. With your child, help neighbors with tasks.

Literature Connection
�'&,"&-���-"$�"& �+,-��&,�#&'/$�� ��*�$�,���,'�,!"+�-&",��1�"&.","& �+,-��&,+�,'�+�$��+�$��,�,�0,+��'*�"&��(�&��&,�*���"& ���1�*���"&
�$'-��,�0,+���&���1�*��'%%�&�"& �,",$�+��+�"&)-"*1�*�+'-*��+�
� 0-�� (1(-& 3��*�" ��*'/&
� 0-�� -"$� 3��"$$���*,"&��*���&���'!&��*�!�%��-$,
� -��$��$+/����(#1��.+3-2$$0(-&�2.��$+/��'$(0��.,,3-(2($1 3���'* ���&�'&�
� (1(-&��.#$061�� 0- 3���&���'$�&�������
� 0,��(%$��.-&��&. 3��"%��'!&+'&�����
�'$��-$�� 5��.31$ 3��-$"���-*�& '���� ��
�'$��(#61��3(#$�2.��$04("$��0.)$"21 3���*��*�������/"+�����
�$+/(-&��2'$01���(#1�� *(-&� ��(7$0$-"$� 3��$"2���,!���-%�����
�$ +��(#1���$ +��2.0($1���$ +��' -&$���.30 &$.31��"2(.-1��0.3-#�2'$��.0+# 3���*,!��-&��%�����
���������� �������� �������� ���

Teacher Reflection

1.
2.
3.
4.

What activities best supported student learning and success?
What did I notice about students’ understanding of the Focus CCSS?
How can I revisit the unit Focus CCSS in future instruction?
How might I improve the instruction of this unit?
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Create a critical thinking culture
throughout your school!

Team ThinkUp! introduces the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking™
through the lenses of ELA, Math, and Science content. Authentic
examples and cross-curricular activities teach students to apply
the 9 traits in context and reflect on their thinking.
*Class Pack includes 20 Student Activity Books, one Teacher Guide, and one
9 Traits of Critical Thinking Poster.
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Class Pack*

Team ThinkUp!™ Class Pack
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5002350
5002360
5002370
5002380
5002390

SPANISH
5002308
5002318
5002328
5002338
5002348
5002358

Special pricing available for school- or district-wide
purchases. Call for a quote.
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immediate, actionable data to inform instruction,
design extensions, and personalize the learning
experience.
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1000820
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STUDENT
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STUDENT
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TEACHER
1000821
TEACHER
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TEACHER
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All Teacher Editions are available in English only. Special pricing
available for school- or district- wide purchases.

Contact your Account Executive
or visit our website for pricing.
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Use ThinkUp! Foundations

to guide educators in building a school-wide
thinking culture based on the 9 Traits of Critical Thinking.™


Integrate critical thinking across the curriculum with
suggested strategies and activities.

ThinkUp!™ Foundations
ELEMENTARY
Principal
Teacher

2003400
2003500

SECONDARY
Principal
Teacher

20

$

each

2003460
2003560

Special pricing available for school- or district-wide purchases.
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