Unit 1 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

The Giant Turnip
by Amy Larue
Once, a farmer planted a turnip seed. He watered and cared for it. The sun shone on it. The
turnip grew until it was giant-sized!
The farmer was hungry for turnip soup. He tugged on the turnip. The turnip would not move.
The farmer called to his wife. “Can you help me with this turnip?”
The farmer and his wife tugged on the turnip. They pulled, but the turnip would not move!
The farmer’s wife called to her son. “Can you help us with this turnip?”
The farmer, his wife, and the son tugged on the turnip. They pulled and pulled. The turnip
would not move!
Then, the son called to his sister, the dog, the cat, and the chickens. “Can you help us with
this turnip?”
The farmer, his wife, the son, the sister, the dog, the cat, and the chickens pulled and tugged.
Still, the turnip would not move.
“Perhaps I can help,” said a little gray mouse who was watching.
So the farmer, his wife, the son, the sister, the dog, the cat, the chickens, and the little gray
mouse tugged on the turnip. They tugged and pulled. PLOP! The turnip moved!
That night, the farmer, his wife, the son, the sister, the dog, the cat, the chickens, and the
little gray mouse shared a big pot of turnip soup. They ate giant helpings and none of them
could move!
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1. What is the story mainly about?
A. a farmer who likes to grow turnips in his garden
B. a farmer who has lots of fun working with others
C. a farmer who wants to pull a turnip for turnip soup
D. a farmer who wants people to help him in his garden
2. Why does the farmer call to his wife?
A. He wants her to find the cat.
B. He wants her to water the turnip.
C. He wants her to make turnip soup.
D. He wants her to help pull the turnip.
3. What is the main problem in the story?
A. The farmer has too many turnips on his farm.
B. The farmer does not know how to grow turnips.
C. The farmer wants to show he can do things alone.
D. The farmer cannot get the turnip out of the ground.

4. How is the main problem in the story solved? Use details from the story to support your
answer.
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Unit 2 Pre-Assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

It’s Okay to Stay Up Late
by Kate Ritter
Experts say that kids need ten to twelve hours of sleep each night. Sleep is important because
it helps kids do well in school and have energy to play. But going to bed at the same time every
night is not always needed. Sometimes, it’s good for kids to stay up a little later and enjoy the
nighttime.
Kids with early bedtimes don’t get to see some of nature’s wonders. They miss out on seeing
the night sky: the sunset, the stars, the moon, and the planets. They do not get to see
nighttime blooming flowers or hear nighttime insects and other animals. Kids don’t need to
see these things every night. But they should get to see them sometimes.
Kids should also get to experience fun nighttime activities. Many people enjoy playing games
outside at night. A family might want to play hide-and-go-seek or go swimming. Telling stories
by a campfire is another fun nighttime activity that all kids should enjoy.
Parents should plan at least one night each month for their kids to stay up later. During the
school year, the chosen night could be on the weekend. Kids could sleep later the next day. Or
they could take an afternoon nap to make up for the missed sleep.
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1. The author is trying to persuade the reader to allow kids to
A. play games outside.
B. stay up late sometimes.
C. listen to stories by a campfire.
D. take naps in the middle of the day.
2. What reason does the author give for stating that sleep is important?
A. Sleep makes kids need naps.
B. Sleep helps kids do well in school.
C. Sleep allows kids to do new things.
D. Sleep helps kids enjoy the nighttime more.
3. The author supports the point that kids should be allowed to stay up late once per month
by
A. stating that kids can nap the next day to make up sleep.
B. stating that the weekends are the only time to stay up late.
C. stating that seeing the night sky is more important for kids than sleep.
D. stating that kids need more sleep on the weekends than on school nights.

4. What reasons does the author give for letting kids stay up late sometimes? Use details from
the selection to support your answer.
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Unit 3 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

A Good Home
by Candace Morley
“Mew!” squeaked a tiny voice. Cameron looked in the basket on his lap. Three little faces
looked back at him. The family cat, Buttons, had just given birth to kittens.
“Hi, kittens!” Cameron said. “Dad, can we keep them all?”
Dad laughed and shook his head. “We can’t care for three kittens, Cameron. We’ll have to find
good homes for them.”
“Can’t we keep just one?” Cameron asked. He carefully picked up one of the kittens. She was
smaller than the other two. Cameron liked her fluffy fur.
“Look at this one!” he said. “I promise I’ll help take care of her.”
Dad sat next to Cameron on the sofa. He looked at the tiny kitten Cameron was holding. “She
is pretty cute,” Dad said. “I suppose it would be nice for Buttons to keep one of her babies.”
“Yes!” Cameron shouted. “Thanks, Dad!” Cameron looked at the kitten and thought for a
moment. “I’ll call her Cloudy since her fur is fluffy like clouds.”
Dad smiled. “That’s a great name.”
Cameron gently placed Cloudy in the basket with her brother and sister. “I’ll make posters to
let our neighbors know we have two kittens that need good homes.”
Just then, Cloudy mewed and looked at Cameron. Cameron laughed. “Don’t worry,” he said to
her. “Your home is right here.”
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1. At the beginning of the story, the reader is introduced to
A. who the story is about.
B. where the story takes place.
C. what happens to the characters.
D. why the characters do certain things.
2. Which sentences from the story tell the main problem?
A. “Cameron looked in the basket on his lap. Three little faces looked back at him. The
family cat, Buttons, had just given birth to kittens.”
B. “Dad laughed and shook his head. ‘We can’t care for three kittens, Cameron. We’ll have
to find good homes for them.’”
C. “Dad sat next to Cameron on the sofa. He looked at the tiny kitten Cameron was holding.
‘She is pretty cute,’ Dad said.”
D. “‘Yes!’ Cameron shouted. ‘Thanks, Dad!’ Cameron looked at the kitten and thought for a
moment.”
3. What happens in the middle of the story?
A. Cameron finds out his cat had kittens.
B. Cameron names the kitten he will keep.
C. Cameron tells his dad about the new kittens.
D. Cameron laughs when the kitten makes a sound.

4. How does the story end? Use details from the story to support your answer.
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Unit 4 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

The City Mouse and the Country Mouse
a retelling of a fable
One day, the city mouse went to visit her cousin in the country. The
city mouse saw the cows in the field. She smelled the fresh cut
grass. The country was very quiet.
The country mouse was happy to see her cousin. She said,
“Welcome! Come and eat some good food.” The mice ate bread
crumbs and cheese.
“This is not as fancy as my food,” said the city mouse. “In the city, I
eat cakes and pies all day long. Why don’t you come to the city? You
can see for yourself.”
So the country mouse and the city mouse went to the city. The
country mouse saw the tall buildings. She heard the car horns
honking. The city was a noisy place.
The city mouse showed her cousin a table piled with cakes and pies.
The country mouse could not wait to taste the fancy food. The mice
ran up the table to eat. Just then, the door opened. In walked a giant
cat. It chased the mice.
“Run as fast as you can,” said the city mouse. “We must hide from
the cat!” The two mice hid until the cat was gone.
Then, the country mouse said, “Cousin, I know you are happy in the city. You like the noise
and the people. I miss my quiet life in the country. It is not fancy, but it is safe.”
The country mouse ran home to the country. The city mouse stayed in the city. They each
lived happily ever after.
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1. Which part of the story is shown in the first picture?
A. “One day, the city mouse went to visit her cousin in the country.”
B. “She said, ‘Welcome! Come and eat some good food.’”
C. “The city mouse showed her cousin a table piled with cakes and pies.”
D. “‘Run as fast as you can,’ said the city mouse.”
2. The first picture shows that the city mouse and the country mouse
A. enjoy eating good food.
B. live in different places.
C. are always smiling.
D. dress differently.
3. The second picture shows the
A. smell of fresh cut grass.
B. cows in the field.
C. country mouse.
D. quiet country.

4. What does the third picture help the reader understand? Use details from the story to
support your answer.
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Unit 5 Pre-Assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

Food Chains
by Joel McDermott
What are food chains?
Food chains show what living things eat. Food chains begin with plants and end with animals.
For example, insects eat plants. Small animals eat the insects. Larger animals eat the small
animals.
Why are food chains important?
Plants and animals need each other to live. If one plant or animal in the food chain is
removed, the rest of the food chain is changed.
How do food chains work?
Look at the food chain diagram. Let’s say that one year there are very few grasshoppers born.
How does this change the rest of the food chain? Look at the arrows. They show that mice eat
grasshoppers. The mice will have less to eat with fewer grasshoppers.
When there is a change in one part of a food chain, all parts are changed. In a food chain,
each link is just as important as another.
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1. What is the meaning of the word chains in this selection?
A. a group of things linked together
B. an object that is used to tie things
C. an object made of small metal circles
D. a unit of length used for measurement
2. Read this sentence from the selection.
If one plant or animal in the food chain is removed, the rest of the food chain is changed.
The prefix re- helps the reader know that removed means
A. left alone.
B. taken away.
C. made better.
D. pushed quickly.
3. Read this sentence from the selection.
In a food chain, each link is just as important as another.
What does link mean in this sentence?
A. a ring in a metal chain
B. a connection to a Website
C. a connection between two things
D. a part of a communication system
4. Read this sentence from the selection.
Look at the food chain diagram.
What part of the selection helps you understand the meaning of diagram? Use details from
the selection to support your answer.
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Unit 6 Pre-Assessment
Read the poem. Then answer the questions.

Thank You, Mr. President
by Lora Howell
Thank you, Mr. President,
For leading the U.S.A.,
To become the nation of proud people,
That we are today.
From Washington to Lincoln,
And presidents yet to be,
We thank you for your service,
To the land of the brave and the free!
Thank you, Mr. President,
For leading the U.S.A.,
We thank you for your service,
To the land of the brave and the free!
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1. Read these lines from the poem.
We thank you for your service,
To the land of the brave and the free!
Why does the poet repeat these lines?
A. to create a better rhythm in the poem
B. to show that the idea is important
C. to make the poem easier to read
D. to tell definitions of words
2. The poet writes the poem by
A. making the meaning of each part different.
B. using the same rhyme pattern in each part.
C. using the same number of lines in each part.
D. making each part longer than the one before.
3. Read these lines from the poem.
To become the nation of proud people,
That we are today.
Which words use repeated beginning sounds?
A. “To become”
B. “the nation”
C. “proud people”
D. “we are today”

4. How does the poet create a regular beat in the poem? Use details from the poem to support
your answer.
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Unit 7 Pre-Assessment
Read the selections. Then answer the questions.

Prairie Dogs of North America
by Justice Whitmore

Prairie dogs live only in the grasslands of North America. These small animals blend with their
surroundings. Their tan fur is the same color as the golden prairie grasses. They make their
homes in tan soil. This keeps them safe from other animals.
Prairie dogs build their homes underground. They use their strong front legs and claws. They
dig deep tunnels that lead to larger underground rooms. There are rooms for sleeping, rooms
for playing, rooms for storing food, and even bathrooms!
Each prairie dog family lives in its own home. Other families build homes nearby. The many
homes create one big prairie dog town. Living close together in groups keeps the prairie dogs
safe. The largest prairie dog town ever found was in Texas. About 400 million prairie dogs lived
there!
Prairie dogs have a special way of talking. When a prairie dog sees danger, it makes a warning
cry. When other prairie dogs hear the cry, they know what to do. They zip down into their
underground homes. Once the danger passes, the prairie dog guard sends out a different call.
This call says, “Everything is fine again. You can come out and play!”
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In the Words of Prairie Dogs
by Dani Neu
Prairie dogs are small animals. They live only in the grasslands of North America. These
animals live in the ground. They are similar to rats, mice, and beavers. But they are called
dogs because they sound like dogs when they bark.
Prairie dogs are smart animals. They know more than 100 words. They bark “words” when
danger is near. These animals use their words to share news about the danger. One prairie
dog starts the warning. Then, the others join in. The prairie dogs run into their burrows when
they hear the warning. They are quiet and do not move until the danger passes. These animals
jump and yip when all is safe again in prairie dog town.
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1. “In the Words of Prairie Dogs” is different from “Prairie Dogs of North America” because it
A. tells how many words prairie dogs know.
B. points out that prairie dogs serve as guards.
C. describes the homes that prairie dogs make.
D. explains how prairie dogs share warnings of danger.
2. What information is found only in “Prairie Dogs of North America”?
A. Prairie dogs live in towns.
B. Prairie dogs are not dogs.
C. Prairie dogs sound like dogs when they bark.
D. Prairie dogs can blend with their surroundings.
3. What main point is found in both selections?
A. Prairie dogs live only in grasslands.
B. Prairie dogs are related to beavers and mice.
C. Prairie dogs have guards that watch for danger.
D. Prairie dogs often live with hundreds of other prairie dogs.

4. How does the second selection give more information about how prairie dogs stay safe?
Use details from both selections to support your answer.
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Unit 8 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

The Project
by Jack Burke
Mrs. Lopez’s second-grade classroom was buzzing with excitement. Students wiggled in their
seats as they waited to hear about the special project.
Mrs. Lopez began. “I have a surprise for you for our outer space unit. My sister is an
astronomer.”
Asad raised his hand. “Mrs. Lopez, what is an astronomer?”
The teacher smiled and replied, “An astronomer studies the planets and the stars. My sister
has invited our class to visit the place where they study the planets and the stars.”
“Awesome!” Asad shouted as the class cheered.
“We will visit this special place on Friday,” Mrs. Lopez said. “While we’re there, each of you
will choose a planet or a star. Then, you will create a model of that planet or star for our
classroom. Does anyone have a question about the project?”
Michael raised his hand and asked, “May we work with partners?”
“That’s a great idea, Michael. Let’s make this a partner project,” Mrs. Lopez replied.
Michael turned to Asad and said, “Let’s work together.”
“Sure,” Asad replied. “My mom is an artist so we have a lot of art supplies at my house. Do
you want to come over on Saturday and get started?”
“I can’t wait,” Michael said excitedly.

16

Legal to Copy

1. How do the students respond when their teacher is about to tell them something
important?
A. They ask questions.
B. They raise their hands.
C. They shout out a cheer.
D. They wiggle in their seats.
2. What does Asad do when he is unsure about what the teacher says?
A. He asks a question.
B. He makes a cheering noise.
C. He decides to work with a partner.
D. He tells about the art supplies he has at home.
3. Read these sentences from the story.
The teacher smiled and replied, “An astronomer studies the planets and the stars. My
sister has invited our class to visit the place where they study the planets and the stars.”
Mrs. Lopez’s response to Asad’s question shows that she is
A. kind to her students.
B. unsure about what to say.
C. excited about the project.
D. unhappy about the question.

4. Read this sentence from the story.
Michael raised his hand and asked, “May we work with partners?”
Why does Michael respond to the assignment in this way? Use details from the story to
support your answer.
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Unit 9 Pre-assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

The Bills of Birds
by Eva Beachum
You can learn about birds by looking at their beaks or bills. The shape of a bird’s bill is a clue
about the type of food it eats. Read the chart to learn about types of bills and the foods eaten
by some birds.

Picture of
Bill

Type of
Bill

Cone-shaped
bills are used to
crack seeds.

Pointed bills are
used to dig for
insects.

Hooked bills
are used to tear
meat.

Long, thin bills are
used to drink from
flowers.

Type of
Bird

cardinal

woodpecker

hawk

hummingbird
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1. The image of the cardinal shows a
A. hooked bill.
B. pointed bill.
C. long, thin bill.
D. cone-shaped bill.
2. According to the chart, a hummingbird is different from a hawk because a hummingbird
A. has feathers.
B. has a curved bill.
C. mainly eats meat.
D. drinks with its bill.
3. The information in the chart
A. tells how bills help birds eat certain types of food.
B. proves that some bills are better than others.
C. explains why some bills are called beaks.
D. shows the beauty of different birds.

4. How do the images in the chart help the reader? Use details from the selection to support
your answer.
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Unit 10 Pre-Assessments
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

Handpicked Memories
by Kamal Johnson
Kayla pulled the sheet under her chin. She breathed in the fresh smell of soap. Near the open
window, the fan turned from side to side. Kayla’s eyes grew heavy to the sound of the crickets
singing bedtime tunes. Oh, how she loved staying with Mimi and Pops.
The next morning Mimi said, “Rise and shine, Kayla. Mrs. Rose has invited us to pick
strawberries from her field. It’s best that we pick them under the morning sun.”
“Strawberries? My favorite!” replied Kayla as she put on her clothes and ran out the screen
door.
Mimi and Pops were waiting on the front porch. They handed Kayla a basket. Together, they
walked down the path to Mrs. Rose’s house.
“Look at those strawberries,” Kayla said when she saw the field. “There are enough
strawberries to make jam AND ice cream,” she said with excitement.
Kayla, Mimi, and Pops picked strawberries and swatted mosquitos until the sun was high in
the sky. “Well, I think we have plenty of berries,” said Pops. “Now, it’s time for the fun part.
Let’s go home and eat them!”
That is exactly what they did. Mimi washed the strawberries. Pops cut off the stems. Kayla
sprinkled sugar on them. And they all ate them! They ate so many strawberries that Kayla
said, “Uh-oh. I don’t think we’ll be making strawberry jam or ice cream this time.” Mimi, Pops,
and Kayla laughed.
That night, Kayla pulled the sheet under her chin. She breathed in the fresh smell of soap.
Near the open window, the fan turned from side to side. Kayla’s eyes grew heavy to the sound
of the crickets singing bedtime tunes. Oh, how she loved staying with Mimi and Pops.
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1. Why is Kayla excited about Mrs. Rose’s invitation?
A. She loves strawberries.
B. She is tired of swatting mosquitos.
C. She wants to spend time with her grandparents.
D. She has been dreaming of making homemade ice cream.
2. Read this paragraph from the story.
Mimi and Pops were waiting on the front porch. They handed Kayla a basket. Together,
they walked down the path to Mrs. Rose’s house.
What does this paragraph explain about the setting?
A. Kayla likes to carry a basket wherever she goes.
B. Mimi and Pops live in a house far away from the city.
C. The front porch is big enough only for Mimi and Pops.
D. Mrs. Rose lives close enough for Kayla, Mimi, and Pops to walk to her field.
3. Which question can be answered using details from the story?
A. Why are Kayla, Mimi, and Pops unable to make jam and ice cream?
B. How many strawberries do Kayla, Mimi, and Pops eat?
C. What will Kayla, Mimi, and Pops do tomorrow?
D. When will Kayla, Mimi, and Pops make jam?

4. How do the characters feel about one another? Use details from the story to support your
answer.
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Unit 11 Pre-Assessment
Read the selections. Then answer the questions.

Wolves
by Dom Duric
“Little Red Riding Hood” and “The Three Little Pigs” have wolves as characters. In these
stories, the wolves are tricky or mean. Yet in everyday life, wolves are amazing animals.
Wolves are mammals. They belong to the dog family. Wolves live in packs. The strongest and
smartest male wolf is the leader of the pack. The packs work together to hunt. They also
clean, feed, and protect their young pups.
Wolves are meat-eaters. They can smell food from more than one mile away. Wolves also use
their bodies to show how they feel. They show their teeth when they are angry. They flatten
their ears against their heads to show fear. Wolves are friendly with each other. But unlike the
characters in stories, wolves stay away from people.

Foxes
by Renata Juna
The tricky fox is a character in many stories. Real foxes do not trick others, but they are smart.
Foxes live in different areas. They like to eat mice and birds. If they cannot find small animals
to hunt, they will eat other things. Sometimes they eat fruits or vegetables. Foxes that live near
people will even eat garbage or pet food.
Foxes have thick tails. They use their tails in many ways. Their tails help foxes balance. Foxes
also use their tails like blankets in winter. Sometimes, they wave their tails like flags. This is
the way foxes greet family members. Foxes live in small families when taking care of their
young pups. Most of the time, foxes live alone.
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1. In “Wolves” and “Foxes,” the authors explain that both animals
A. like to be near people.
B. are fun animals to have as pets.
C. are included as characters in children’s stories.
D. like to eat food that people place into garbage cans.
2. The two selections are connected because they both describe animals that
A. belong to the dog family.
B. use their tails for balance.
C. take care of their young pups.
D. often choose to live by themselves.
3. Read these sentences from “Wolves.”
Wolves also use their bodies to show how they feel. They show their teeth when they are
angry. They flatten their ears against their heads to show fear.
Which sentences from “Foxes” connect to the ideas in these sentences from “Wolves”?
A. “The tricky fox is a character in many stories. Real foxes do not trick others, but they are
smart.”
B. “Sometimes they eat fruits or vegetables. Foxes that live near people will even eat
garbage or pet food.”
C. “Foxes have thick tails. They use their tails in many ways.”
D. “Sometimes they wave their tails like flags. This is a way foxes greet family members.”

4. What is similar about what wolves and foxes eat? Use details from both selections to
support your answer.
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Unit 12 Pre-Assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

Leonardo da Vinci
by Caden Brandt
Leonardo da Vinci was a famous artist. He was born more than 500 years ago. This artist liked
to learn about many subjects as well as art. Da Vinci liked to study math, science, and
inventions.
Science Helping Art
Da Vinci loved science and nature. These topics gave him ideas for art. He studied the way
human bodies are put together. He learned about muscles and bones and how they work to
move the body. The pictures he painted of people looked lifelike.
One of da Vinci’s famous paintings is called Mona Lisa. The painting hangs in a museum in
France. Millions of people travel to see the painting every year.
Science and Art Helping Create Inventions
Da Vinci was also an inventor. He imagined what new machines might look like. Then, he drew
them. Some of da Vinci’s drawings were of helicopters and calculators. The drawings helped
others create the machines many years later. Da Vinci’s drawings also helped the people who
built the first cars.
Remembering da Vinci
Leonardo da Vinci is remembered as a great artist. But he is also known for his ideas for
inventions. His work is studied by people today.
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1. The author wrote this text most likely to
A. tell when Leonardo da Vinci was born.
B. explain why Leonardo da Vinci is famous.
C. explain how Leonardo da Vinci drew machines.
D. tell where to see Leonardo da Vinci’s paintings.
2. The author explains that da Vinci
A. had several interests.
B. created beautiful artwork.
C. is remembered as an artist.
D. was similar to other scientists.
3. What question does the author answer in the Science and Art Helping Create Inventions
section?
A. Why did da Vinci draw pictures of machines?
B. What were da Vinci’s favorite things to draw?
C. How did da Vinci’s inventions help modern inventors?
D. How were da Vinci’s drawings of machines different from his other art?

4. Why does the author include the information in the first paragraph? Use details from the
selection to support your answer.
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Unit 13 Pre-Assessment
Read the stories. Then answer the questions.

Four Friends and the Apple Tree
by Sheeley Aldano
One day, a bird planted a seed. Along came a bunny. “May I help?” asked the bunny.
“Yes,” said the bird. “You can water the seed.” The bunny watered the seed. Then, along
came a monkey.
“May I help?” asked the monkey.
“Yes,” said the bunny. “Please water the seed.” So the monkey watered the seed.
Soon, the elephant saw the monkey.
“May I help?” asked the elephant.
“Okay!” said the monkey. “Please keep an eye on the seed.” So the elephant watched the
seed.
The little seed grew and grew. It grew into a little plant. The little plant grew and grew. It grew
into a tall tree. Soon, big red apples grew from the tree.
The elephant stretched his trunk. “I cannot reach the apples,” cried the elephant.
“I can help!” said the monkey. He climbed onto the elephant’s back.
“I cannot reach the apples,” cried the monkey.
“Let me help!” said the bunny. She hopped onto the back of the monkey. “Oh no!” cried the
bunny. “I cannot reach the apples.”
“Maybe I can help,” said the bird. He flew onto the bunny’s back. “Now we can reach the
apples!”
The four friends worked together. Then, they ate the tasty red apples.
26

Legal to Copy

Little Red Hen
by Casper Hoberg
One early spring day, Little Red Hen was scratching by the barn. As she scratched, she found
a small grain of wheat tucked into the soft soil.
“We should plant this grain so that we have wheat for the fall!” Little Red Hen said excitedly.
“Who will plant it?”
“Not me!’ cried the rat.
“I’m busy,” purred the cat.
“Don’t look at me,” barked the dog.
“I’m swimming,” quacked the duck.
“I’m in my pen,” oinked the pig.
So Little Red Hen planted the grain in the field. Every day, she asked the barn animals if they
would water it. But every day she heard the same answer from all of them. “No.”
Once the wheat was tall and golden, the animals said No to the reaping and the milling too.
Then, they gave her a firm No when Little Red Hen asked them to make the flour into bread.
Little Red Hen had to do it all.
On a cold winter’s day, when the golden bread was warm from the oven, Little Red Hen asked,
“Who will eat this bread?”
All the animals jumped up and shouted a loud, “I will!”
But Little Red Hen replied, “No! Just like before, I will do it myself!”
So she ate every last crumb of the bread as the barn animals watched.
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1. A difference between the two stories is that “Four Friends and the Apple Tree” has
characters who are
A. creative.
B. greedy.
C. helpful.
D. imaginary.
2. The two stories are similar because they both have
A. a plant that needs care.
B. an animal that is selfish.
C. an animal that likes bread.
D. a plant that cannot grow any food.
3. A difference between the two stories is that only the characters in “Little Red Hen”
A. need to learn a lesson.
B. show kindness to one another.
C. feel good about how they work hard.
D. discover that they dislike a type of food.

4. What is a theme in both stories? Use details from the stories to support your answer.
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Unit 14 Pre-Assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

The Walking Stick
by Rani Nguyen
The walking stick is an insect. It uses clever tricks to hide from its enemies.
Blending In
This insect looks like a stick with antennae and legs. The walking stick is hard to see on
bushes and trees where it lives. The insect can camouflage itself. It can change its color to
match the bushes and trees.
Good Actor
When in danger, the walking stick pretends to be dead.
Sometimes, it sprays a bad-smelling liquid. These traits guard
the insect from its enemies.
Midnight Snacks
The walking stick eats the stems of plants. It is nocturnal so it
moves around and eats at night while its enemies are sleeping.
The walking stick sleeps during the day. This insect does not
move often. When it does walk, it sways like a stick in the wind.

Live All Over

Walking sticks are found everywhere on Earth, except at the
South Pole. So the next time you walk in the woods, look
closely. A twig you see might be a living thing!
Glossary
C
camouflage - to hide or disguise oneself
with one’s surroundings
N
nocturnal - active at night
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1. The author included subheadings in this selection to help the reader
A. find information quickly.
B. learn the meaning of new words.
C. see which words are most important.
D. understand what is found in the pictures.
2. Which sentence from the selection does the caption help the reader understand?
A. “This insect looks like a stick with antennae and legs.”
B. “The walking stick is hard to see on bushes and trees where it lives.”
C. “When in danger, the walking stick pretends to be dead.”
D. “Sometimes, it sprays a bad-smelling liquid.”
3. Why does the author include words in bold print in the selection?
A. to tell special facts about the topic
B. to show the author’s favorite words
C. to mark words the reader may not know
D. to explain what the author stated in earlier sections

4. How do the glossary words help the reader? Use details from the selection to support your
answer.
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Unit 15 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

A Fish Tale
by Annamarie Pauley
One day, a goat sat on the bank. He cast his fishing line into the lake. Soon, he felt a tug. He
reeled in his line and saw a fish the size of a minnow.
“You are a small fellow, but you will do.”
The goat tucked a silky napkin into his shirt. He got his fork to eat the fish.
“Stop!” cried the little fish. “Don’t eat me. My brother is much bigger!”
The goat growled, “Swim along then.”
So the goat sat on the bank. He cast his fishing line into the lake. Soon, he felt a tug on his
line. He reeled it in and saw a fish the size of a hot dog.
“Ha!” said the goat. “You are much bigger! I am ready for a tasty meal.”
The goat picked up his fork. The fish cried, “Don’t eat me! My older brother is huge!”
The goat licked his lips. He growled, “Swim along then.”
So the goat sat on the bank. He cast his fishing line into the lake. Soon, he felt a tug. He tried
to reel in his line. The fish was a whopper! The goat tugged. The fish splashed. The goat
yanked his fishing pole again. Snap! The line broke. The goat lost his balance and tumbled
into the lake.
The goat crawled out of the water and looked across the lake. The biggest fish winked and
said, “The biggest fish is not always the best.”
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1. Read this sentence from the story.
The goat growled, “Swim along then.”
The word growled shows that the goat feels
A. bored.
B. excited.
C. hungry.
D. upset.
2. Read this sentence from the story.
He got his fork to eat the fish.
Which word could replace got to better explain the goat’s actions?
A. borrowed
B. grabbed
C. held
D. took
3. Read these sentences from the story.
Snap! The line broke.
Why does the author use the word Snap! in the story?
A. to show the size of the line
B. to show the strength of the goat
C. to show how the fish tricks the goat
D. to show the sound the line made when it broke
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4. Read this sentence from the story.
The goat crawled out of the water and looked across the lake.
How might the story have been different if the author had used the word hopped or sprang
instead of crawled in this sentence? Use details from the story to support your answer.
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Unit 16 Pre-assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

The Life Cycle of a Butterfly
by Kari Stapleton
Like many insects, a butterfly starts as an egg. When a butterfly egg hatches, a tiny caterpillar,
or larva, comes out. The larva eats leaves and grows larger. It attaches itself to a twig. The
larva forms a hard shell called a pupa. The pupa blends in with twigs and leaves. This helps
protect it from enemies. A wonderful change happens inside the pupa. The caterpillar
becomes an adult butterfly. Soon, the female butterfly lays her eggs. This life cycle begins
again. Search the Web to locate more information about flowers that butterflies like best!
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1. The author uses bold print on some of the words in the selection to
A. show words from another language.
B. provide the definitions of important words.
C. describe what the paragraph is mostly about.
D. draw attention to the important ideas in the diagram.
2. By studying the diagram, a reader can learn
A. why a pupa has a hard shell.
B. when a caterpillar eats leaves.
C. where a larva attaches itself to twigs.
D. when a pupa becomes an adult butterfly.
3. What does the caption tell the reader about the diagram?
A. It tells why the diagram was drawn in a circle.
B. It tells a fact about the pictures in the diagram.
C. It tells what happens in each stage of the diagram.
D. It tells the meanings of difficult words in the diagram.

4. How do the arrows in the diagram help the reader? Use details from the selection to
support your answer.
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Unit 17 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

The Ugly Duckling
by Gloria Rowland
Once upon a time, a mother duck laid six eggs. She watched proudly as each egg hatched.
Soon, she discovered a seventh egg. The baby from the last egg hatched. The mother duck
immediately noticed something about the seventh baby.
“You don’t look like the other ducklings,” she said to him. The bird felt sad that he was
different from his brothers and sisters. He ran away to find other birds like him.
One day, the bird saw a new group of birds resting by a pond. He noticed the birds had large
wings, white feathers, and long necks. Suddenly, they began whooping loudly. They were
about to fly south for the winter. After they left, the bird wished he had joined them.
The weather turned cold. The bird searched for food and friends. Spring came and the snow
melted. One day, the bird saw his reflection in the water. He knew he belonged with the flock
of beautiful birds he had seen in the fall.
Soon, the flock returned. The bird decided to join them. One of the birds said to him,
“Welcome to our flock.”
The bird smiled and said, “I am a fine, beautiful swan.”
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1. The message of the story is that it is okay to
A. feel sad.
B. work hard.
C. be different.
D. spend time alone.
2. This story teaches the reader the lesson that
A. life is full of surprises.
B. sometimes mistakes happen.
C. it is important to be kind to others.
D. everyone wants to belong to a group.
3. The story helps the reader understand that
A. honesty is important.
B. people want to feel important.
C. some problems are not easily solved.
D. we all want to be accepted for who we are.

4. Read this sentence from the story.
One of the birds said to him, “Welcome to our flock.”
How do these words help support an important idea in the story? Use details from the story
to support your answer.
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Unit 18 Pre-Assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

Sea Otters
by Brendi Romano
Sea otters live in the Pacific Ocean. They are mammals. Some mammals have fat to keep
them warm. Sea otters do not have fat. They have fur. Sea otters have the thickest fur of any
mammal. This fur helps them be warm in cold ocean waters.
Mothers and Babies
Mother sea otters care for their babies. Baby sea otters are called pups. Mother otters float on
their backs and then place the pups on their stomachs. This keeps the pups warm and safe.
Mother otters clean their pups often. They blow on their pups’ fur to keep it dry and fluffy.
Breaking Shells
Sea otters eat crabs, snails, and clams. Clam shells can be hard to open. Sea otters use tools
to solve this problem. They use small rocks as hammers. Sea otters bang on the shells with
the rocks.
A Slippery Sleep
Sea otters also use kelp. Kelp is a type of seaweed. Sea otters wrap themselves in the kelp.
Then, they do not float away while they sleep. Sea otters are clever about living in the ocean!
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1. What is the passage mainly about?
A. why sea otters are the best animals that live in the ocean
B. how sea otters survive in their ocean homes
C. how sea otters take care of their young
D. what sea otters most like to eat
2. The main focus of the Mothers and Babies section is that the mothers of sea otters
A. are like humans in many ways.
B. stay in the water most of their lives.
C. have different names than their babies.
D. do special things to take care of their babies.
3. What is the main focus of the Breaking Shells section?
A. what sea otters most like to eat
B. how sea otters use tools to get their food
C. why sea otters must keep themselves safe in the water
D. how sea otters are different from all other ocean animals

4. How do the paragraphs work together to support the main focus of the selection? Use
details from the selection to support your answer.
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Unit 19 Pre-Assessment
Read the story. Then answer the questions.

The Magic Pot
by Anthony Borja

Mother and I were poor. Most nights we had nothing to eat. One evening, Mother said,
“Daughter, go to the forest and find berries for dinner.”
I began to cry as I walked through the forest. I heard a voice behind me. “Why are you crying?”
asked an old woman, holding a black cooking pot.
“My mother and I have nothing to eat,” I said.
“I will give you this magic pot,” she replied. “You will never be hungry again.”
The old woman gave me the pot. She said, “Cook, pot, cook.” The pot quickly filled with
porridge. “Stop, pot, stop!” the old woman ordered.
She gave me a spoon. I gobbled up all the porridge. As I turned to go, the old woman
reminded me of the magic words. I thanked her and ran home to tell Mother.
Each morning, Mother and I ordered, “Cook, pot, cook,” and the pot filled to the brim. When
we said, “Stop, pot, stop!” it did just that. News spread about our magic pot.
One day while we napped, a Stranger entered our hut. He grabbed the pot and dashed out.
“What will we do?” Mother asked sadly.
A short while later, the Stranger knocked on our door and cried, “Help! I stole your magic pot.
Now porridge is everywhere!” Mother and I stepped outside and saw porridge oozing through
the forest.
I yelled, “Stop, pot, stop!” The pot obeyed.
The Stranger asked us to forgive him. Mother and I helped him clean the mess.
“We will share our porridge with you,” Mother said to the Stranger.
“Your kindness has reminded me that sharing is better for everyone,” the Stranger replied.
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1. Which sentence from the story shows how the daughter feels at the beginning of the story?
A. “Mother and I were poor.”
B. “I began to cry as I walked through the forest.”
C. “I heard a voice behind me.”
D. “‘My mother and I have nothing to eat,’ I said.”
2. Read this sentence from the story.
“Stop, pot, stop!” the old woman ordered.
How does the old woman speak these words?
A. in a bored way
B. in a firm way
C. in a tired way
D. in a sad way
3. Read these sentences from the story.
A short while later, the Stranger knocked on our door and cried, “Help! I stole your
magic pot. Now porridge is everywhere!”
What type of voice would the Stranger use when speaking these words?
A. calm
B. happy
C. mad
D. scared
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4. Read this sentence from the story.
“Your kindness has reminded me that sharing is better for everyone,” the Stranger
replied.
What do these words show about the Stranger’s point of view at the end of the story? Use
details from the story to support your answer.
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Unit 20 Pre-Assessment
Read the selection. Then answer the questions.

Catfish
by Destiny Cuoco
Have you ever been to a river or a pond? If so, catfish might have been nearby. Why are they
called catfish? Catfish have four pairs of whiskers. These whiskers look like the whiskers of a
cat. That is how the catfish was named. Whiskers are one of the few things catfish and cats
have in common. One way cats and catfish are different is their size. Catfish are larger than
pet cats. The biggest catfish ever caught weighed more than 600 pounds! A pet cat weighs
about nine pounds.
Most catfish live in muddy rivers, creeks, or ponds. It can be difficult for them to see in the
muddy water. Catfish use their whiskers to taste and to touch. Their whiskers help them find
food when the water is not clear. Young catfish eat water insects. As they grow, catfish begin
to eat other types of food. Adult catfish eat small fish and snails. These amazing fish use their
whiskers to live in their underwater homes.
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1. Which sentence from the selection explains how catfish are different from pet cats?
A. “These whiskers look like the whiskers of a cat.”
B. “Catfish are larger than pet cats.”
C. “Catfish use their whiskers to taste and to touch.”
D. “Adult catfish eat small fish and snails.”
2. Which question can be answered using the details in paragraph 2?
A. How large can catfish grow?
B. How can catfish catch their food?
C. How do catfish build their homes?
D. How do catfish use their whiskers?
3. How are young catfish different from adult catfish?
A. Young catfish eat water insects.
B. Young catfish live in clear water.
C. Young catfish are larger than pet cats.
D. Young catfish do not have whiskers yet.

4. Where are catfish found? Use details from the selection to support your answer.
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Level 2 NCSCOS Pre-Assessments
Unit 1 Answer Key

The Giant Turnip

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

C

NCSCOS.RL.2.2

2

Understand

2

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.2

2

Understand

3

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.2

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: The main problem is solved when the farmer, his wife, his children, and several animals,
including a tiny mouse, help to pull the turnip.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Unit 2 Answer Key

It’s Okay to Stay Up Late

Item

Answer

CCSS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.8

2

Understand

2

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.8

2

Understand

3

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.8

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: The author states that staying up late allows kids to see some of nature’s wonders and to
participate in fun nighttime activities.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.8, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Unit 3 Answer Key

A Good Home

Item

Answer

CCSS

DOK

RBT

1

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.5

2

Analyze

2

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.5

2

Analyze

3

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.5

2

Analyze

4. Student responses might include: At the end of the story, Cameron explains how he will let people know about the kittens and
then tells Cloudy that he will not give her away.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Unit 4 Answer Key

The City Mouse and the Country Mouse

Item

Answer

CCSS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.7

2

Apply

2

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.7

2

Apply

3

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.7

2

Apply

4. Student responses might include: The third picture helps the reader understand what the city looks like. It shows the tall
buildings. It shows the cars and the people. It also shows that things are busy in the city with lots of movement from place to
place.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.7, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)
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Level 2 NCSCOS Pre-Assessments
Unit 5 Answer Key

Food Chains

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

A

NCSCOS.L.2.4.A

2

Apply

2

B

NCSCOS.L.2.4.B

1

Apply

3

C

NCSCOS.RI.2.4

2

Apply

4. Student responses might include: The pictures of the plant, grasshopper, mouse, and hawk connected with arrows help me
know what a diagram is.
(NCSCOS.L.2.4, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Unit 6 Answer Key

Thank You, Mr. President

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.4

2

Analyze

2

C

NCSCOS.RL.2.4

2

Analyze

3

C

NCSCOS.RL.2.4

2

Analyze

4. Student responses might include: The poet creates a regular beat by using rhyming words and by repeating important lines.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.4, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Unit 7 Answer Key

Prairie Dogs of North America and In the Words of Prairie Dogs

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.9

2

Understand

2

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.9

2

Understand

3

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.9

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: The second passage explains that prairie dogs use certain words to share detailed
information about danger. They behave differently depending on what type of danger is near.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.9, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Unit 8 Answer Key

The Project

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.3

2

Understand

2

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.3

2

Understand

3

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.3

2

Analyze

4. Student responses might include: He responds in this way because the teacher has just announced a project that the class will
be working on. He feels that it would be better to work with a partner on the project.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.3, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)
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Level 2 NCSCOS Pre-Assessments
Unit 9 Answer Key

The Bills of Birds

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.7

2

Apply

2

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.7

2

Apply

3

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.7

2

Apply

4. Student responses might include: The images help the reader by showing what the birds look like, especially their bills. These
images allow the reader to understand how the bills can achieve the functions described in the chart.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.7, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)

Unit 10 Answer Key

Handpicked Memories

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.1

2

Understand

2

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.1

2

Understand

3

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.1

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: The family enjoys spending time with one another. This is shown by the way they speak to
and treat one another throughout the story. In the first and last paragraphs, the narrator states, “Oh, how she loved staying
with Mimi and Pops.”
(NCSCOS.RL.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Unit 11 Answer Key

Wolves and Foxes

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

C

NCSCOS.RI.2.3

3

Understand

2

C

NCSCOS.RI.2.3

3

Understand

3

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.3

3

Understand

4. Student responses might include: Both wolves and foxes eat meat. “Wolves” states “Wolves are meat-eaters” and “Foxes”
states “They like to eat mice and birds.”
(NCSCOS.RI.2.3, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Unit 12 Answer Key

Leonardo da Vinci

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.6

2

Analyze

2

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.6

2

Understand

3

C

NCSCOS.RI.2.6

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: The author included the information in the first paragraph to introduce the topic, Leonardo
da Vinci, and to explain that da Vinci was an artist who liked learning about many subjects.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.6, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)
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Level 2 NCSCOS Pre-Assessments
Unit 13 Answer Key

Four Friends and the Apple Tree and Little Red Hen

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

C

NCSCOS.RL.2.9

3

Understand

2

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.9

3

Understand

3

A

NCSCOS.RL.2.9

3

Understand

4. Student responses might include: A theme in both stories is that those who work gain rewards in the end. In the first story, all
the animals help, so all of them enjoy the apples. In the second story, only Little Red Hen works, so only she eats the bread.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.9, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Unit 14 Answer Key

The Walking Stick

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.5

2

Apply

2

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.5

2

Apply

3

C

NCSCOS.RI.2.5

2

Analyze

4. Student responses might include: The glossary words help the reader by providing the definitions of the words camouflage
and nocturnal so the reader can understand important ideas related to the topic of the passage.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.5, DOK: 1, RBT: Apply)

Unit 15 Answer Key

A Fish Tale

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

D

NCSCOS.L.2.5.A

2

Apply

2

B

NCSCOS.L.2.5.A

1

Apply

3

D

NCSCOS.L.2.5.A

2

Analyze

4. Student responses might include: If the author had used the word hopped or sprang, the goat would have appeared to be
excited and happy instead of feeling defeated. The word crawled helps the reader to picture that the goal slowly struggled to
get out of the lake.
A(NCSCOS.L.2.5.A, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Unit 16 Answer Key

The Life Cycle of a Butterfly

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.5

2

Apply

2

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.5

2

Apply

3

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.5

2

Apply

4. Student responses might include: The arrows in the diagram help the reader see how one stage leads to the next in the life
cycle of the butterfly.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.5, DOK: 2, RBT: Apply)
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Level 2 NCSCOS Pre-Assessments
Unit 17 Answer Key

The Ugly Duckling

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

C

NCSCOS.RL.2.2

3

Understand

2

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.2

3

Understand

3

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.2

3

Understand

4. Student responses might include: These words help support an important idea in the story by showing that everyone wants to
feel a part of a group. When the bird says, “Welcome to our flock,” this immediately changes the Ugly Duckling’s feelings about
himself. He responds by saying that he is a “fine, beautiful swan.” He knows he belongs to a special group.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.2, DOK: 3, RBT: Understand)

Unit 18 Answer Key

Sea Otters

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.2

2

Understand

2

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.2

2

Understand

3

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.2

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: The main focus of the passage is that sea otters have many ways to help them survive in
their ocean homes. Each paragraph presents one way that sea otters survive in the ocean. By reading all the paragraphs, the
reader learns about the many ways.
(NCSCOS.RI.2.2, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)

Unit 19 Answer Key

The Magic Pot

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.6

2

Analyze

2

B

NCSCOS.RL.2.6

2

Analyze

3

D

NCSCOS.RL.2.6

2

Analyze

4. Student responses might include: These words show that the Stranger feels grateful that the Mother and Daughter are so kind
to him and realizes that he should not be so greedy in the future.
(NCSCOS.RL.2.6, DOK: 2, RBT: Analyze)

Unit 20 Answer Key

Catfish

Item

Answer

NCSCOS

DOK

RBT

1

B

NCSCOS.RI.2.1

3

Understand

2

D

NCSCOS.RI.2.1

2

Understand

3

A

NCSCOS.RI.2.1

2

Understand

4. Student responses might include: Paragraph 2 states that “Most catfish live in muddy rivers, creeks, or ponds.”
(NCSCOS.RI.2.1, DOK: 2, RBT: Understand)
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